
Cllr Sally Povolotsky 

Hendreds and Harwell Round Up – Nov 23 

 *************************** OCC NEWS*************************************  

 

SEND Improvement: Steps are being taken to improve the support for children with 

special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). A priority action plan has been 

developed by organisations involved in the delivery of SEND services, including 

Oxfordshire County Council and the NHS, along with the county’s parent carer forum. 

The plan will need to be approved by Ofsted. An Improvement Board meeting will take 

place in November. The action plan has been submitted to Ofsted and we hear back in 

70 days, meanwhile the council is continuing with what’s in the plan, for example kicking 

off the Improvement Board (which has an independent chair). Meanwhile I am pushing 

for earlier and more urgent local provision for SEND, there is an allocation for an SEN 

school on Valley Park, but Didcots provision is greater than that alone, we need more. 

Hope to update soon, as plans are afoot. 

 

Public Transport 

In December in the run up to Christmas, single fares in Oxfordshire will be capped 

at £1.  

 
Extension of bus fare cap: The current £2 single bus fare cap offer will end on 31st 
October 2023. A further period of 13 months of fare cap will follow after October, but with 
single fares capped at £2.50. There are no details available yet regarding whether there 
will be any change to the operators participating, the information will be on the DfT’s bus 
fare cap.  
 

Bus News 
 
Current tendering:  

1.There is currently a tendering process in progress which, subject to successful 
conclusion of contract awards, will lead to the following changes in November. 
Timetables will be available by mid-October.  

2. Route 94 (Didcot – Blewbury): Following receipt of BSIP funding, this service will be 
improved to operate hourly over two slightly different routes – service 94 will run 
between Didcot, East Hagbourne, Blewbury and Upton, roughly every two hours, and a 
new 94A circular route will also serve West Hagbourne, the Astons and Moretons, again 
roughly two-hourly, following a similar route to the former 94S service. This will re-
introduce regular bus services for the Astons and Moretons. Chilton and Harwell 
Campus will no longer be served – these places are now served by route X34.  

3. New services: Several new services are expected to commence on 6th November, 
reinstating some routes which were lost in 2016 as a result of local authority subsidy 
withdrawal. Initial contracts are until March 2025, in order to gauge demand. There is 
one route in this locality:  

4. Route 68 (Faringdon – Wantage): This service will reconnect Longcot, Fernham, 
Uffington, Kingston Lisle, Westcot, Sparsholt, Childrey, the Letcombes and East Challow 
(Sarajac Avenue) to Faringdon and Wantage with up to four journeys on Monday to 
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Saturday. Peak hour services operate to/from Wantage. This service is funded by the 
Council’s new budget for rural and community transport  

5. Further opportunities are being examined for services in remaining parishes with a 
population of >500 which have no service i.e. Chesterton, Sunningwell, Bourton, West 
Hanney, Barford St John & St Michael and Cuddesdon & Denton.  

 
Rail strategy  

1. Work to update the Oxfordshire rail strategy is beginning and will build on existing 
work such as the Oxfordshire rail corridor study. Timescales for completion is the end of 
this financial year.  

2. The County Council passed a motion on 12th September, calling on the Cabinet “to 
consider building on the 2018 Statement of Opinion by commissioning, before the end of 
this financial year, while funding resources remain available, a DfT-compliant Strategic 
Outline Business Case, and an initial assessment of financing options for a new rail 
station for Wantage and Grove”. This is now to be followed up with Cabinet.  

 

OCC Budget 2024-2025: Cabinet agreed an approach to setting the 2024/5 budget. 

Continued inflation and demand pressures (particularly in SEND and adult care) mean 

the council is currently forecasting £30-40 million in additional costs in 2024/5. The 

council’s financial strategy includes a 4.99% rise in council tax for 2024/5 with 2% ring 

fenced for adult social care. Details of the proposals will be published in November.  

 

Oxfordshire tops table for county councils tackling climate change: Oxfordshire 

was rated the best performing county council in the UK on climate change by the 

Climate Emergency UK climate action scorecard.  

 

Reducing disruption caused by utilities & developers: The County’s new plan for 

charging an increased daily fee of £2500 (instead of the £300 fixed fee) to utility 

companies that dig up major roads is being consulted on. By law it is restricted to 5% of 

Oxfordshire’s roads and so will focus on busy, critical parts of the network. Surplus 

funds will be reinvested. The DfT is encouraging all councils to adopt schemes like this.  

 

Homes Upgrade Grants: Money is available for off-gas grid homes to improve energy 

efficiency (including solar). To quality a resident (renter or owner-occupier) must live in a 

home rated EPC D or lower, and have a household income of less than £39,000  

 

Winter and Incident response  
Contact Officer: Paul Wilson, Group Manager - Area Maintenance and Operations, 
paul.wilson@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

1. The County Council’s Winter service will recommence on the Friday 27th October 
2023 and will continue through to Friday 5th April 2024. Below is a bulleted 
summary of the winter service and the preparations being made.  

2. • Weather forecasts received daily at 1100hrs, with updates at 14:00, 16:00 and 
21:00hrs, also regularly if forecast changes significantly,  

3. Treatment decisions based on the bespoke Oxfordshire forecast are made by a 
small team of decision officers, taking into consideration any other prevailing 
conditions and previous treatments. 
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4. We have a fleet of 30 vehicles of various sizes serving 27 routes, particularly 
necessary where there are restrictions on the Network, such as weight and width 
restrictions on structures.  

5. When we are treating, the gritting vehicles locations can be seen live at Gritter 
tracker  

6. These routes enable OCC to treat approx. 1920 km of the County’s roads in 
approximately 3 hours or less, which equates to approximately 42% of the whole 
network. A figure which is above the average of the peer authorities in this part of 
the country. We will only treat the prescribed network which is shown on 
one.network under the ‘Driver information’ layer  

7. There are currently approximately 1300 salt bins across the county, remember 
we only fill the bins once at the beginning of the season. The salt is precured by 
our term maintenance contractor Milestone, OCC pay for the salt that is used to 
treat the network or used to fill the salt bins. Salt bin locations can be found at the 
following link ArcGIS Web Application  

8. Salt bins on the network are filled pre-season on request by Town and Parish 
Councils having identified those in need. 

9. The Parishes have been invited to request their free bulk bags of salt to use for 
their resilience and so far over 100 requests have been received  

10. The average spend over the previous 5 years on the winter service is 
approximately £1.8 million  

11. For further information regarding the winter service please visit Salting, gritting 
and snow clearance | Oxfordshire County Council  

12. Urgent highway situations can occur at any time both during and out of office 
hours, in response to this we are continually trying to improve the customer 
reporting processes, as such we are promoting the use of a single number, this 
being the standard Highway Enquiry number 0345 310 1111.  

13. During normal working hours this number will be answered by one of our 
customer service colleagues and triaged as required. During out of hours and at 
weekends and bank holidays there will be a standard answerphone message 
requesting the customer to phone a different number which will direct them to 
The Answering Service (TAS). TAS is a third party provided service who will 
triage the enquiry and deal with any urgent highway calls as appropriate.  

14. In the event of a severe emergency, customers should still call 999 for one of the 
blue light services. 
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SESRO - Oxfordshire County Council lodged comments on draft water resource regional 
plans and individual water company draft Water Resource Management Plans 
(WRMP24) in February and March 2023. A report was brought to Cabinet on 24th 
January 2023 and the matter was considered also at Scrutiny on 25th January 2023. We 
said that there is no need for the South East Strategic Reservoir Option (SESRO). 
Various other options to provide resilience in future water supply are largely supported, 
including the Severn Trent Transfer (STT). The water companies released their 
decisions on 30 August 2023 – they consider there is a need for SESRO and intend to 
continue progressing the reservoir option towards a Development Consent Order. The 
Water Resource Management Plans have been forwarded to the Secretary of State to 
approve. Various meetings and discussions are underway. Detailed information was 
made available in November 2022 for each of the strategic water supply options in the 
country, including the SESRO and STT. The information is available on the water 
company websites and through the website RAPID which is the Regulators’ Alliance for 
Progressing Infrastructure Development, made up of a team from the Environment 
Agency, Ofwat and the Drinking Water Inspectorate. RAPID has received this 
information as they have a series of ‘gates’ for providing funding to progress the options. 
RAPID’s draft decisions for ‘gate two’ were released for public consultation on 30th 
March 2023, and we provided an officer response prior to the closing date of 11th May 
2023. RAPID’s decisions released on 29th June 2023 indicate that all the strategic water 
supply options that the water companies want to progress, should do so. The next ‘gate 
three’ deadlines are varied between November 2023 and December 2029. The ‘gate 
three’ deadline for the SESRO is January 2025. 

 

 

******************************NEWS IN BRIEF******************************  

Town and parish council charter: Online questionnaire. Draft to be published in Jan  

Boundary review: Consultation open from 3 October to 11 December.  

Highways works: Check this OCC website showing upcoming highways repairs  

20mph applications close: Applications for 20mph closed on 31 October  

***************************PARISH ROUND-UP *****************************  

Will send separate notifications to each parish council throughout the month on individual 

consultations, casework or enquiries. 
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Monday 6th November 2023 
Monthly Parish Update 

Vale of White Horse District Councillors 

Cllr Hayleigh Gascoigne and 

Cllr Debra Dewhurst 

 

 

 

Hello from Hayleigh and Debra 

It’s November and with both Halloween and Bonfire Night over, we are naturally looking forward to other 

winter celebrations such as Diwali and Christmas. If you are struggling this winter to pay for bills or keep 

your house warm, there is some information further on in this newsletter on how the council or other 

organisations can support you. 

This month we’ve had discussions as a council about the future waste strategy – did you know that waste 

makes up half of the Vale of White Horse Council’s emissions? (See Greenhouse gas emissions report 

2022/23). 

We had training on safeguarding and being able to spot the signs in our community of when an adult or 

child may be in danger. If you spot something and a person is in immediate danger, then contact the 

emergency services on 999. You can also report any Safeguarding concerns to Oxfordshire’s 

Safeguarding Children or Adults Boards, or contact the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (which Vale is 

part of) on one of the following numbers: 

• Office hours (8.30am – 5pm, Monday to Thursday, 8.30am – 4pm, Friday): 0345 050 7666 

• Outside office hours: Emergency Duty Team: 0800 833 408 
 

As always, if you have any questions or suggestions for us as councillors, please do email us. As a 

reminder, council meetings are held in public and if you wish to address council or committee, you can 

contact Democratic Services ahead of time. If you need more guidance on this, please let us know! 

We use these monthly updates to keep you updated on our activities and general council news. We also 

post on our councillor Facebook Pages: 
www.facebook.com/CllrHayleigh & www.facebook.com/Debra4BlewburyAndHarwell 

Please get in touch with any issues or concerns via email 

hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and debra.dewhurst@whitehorsedc.gov.uk   

Community Support 

Support for Ukraine 
The council’s support for Ukraine webpage continues to provide information and guidance for Ukrainian 

nationals and their hosts. South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils, as part of the 

Oxfordshire system which includes local authority, health and voluntary sector partners working closely 

together, are supporting people seeking refuge across several schemes. These are Homes for Ukraine, 

Afghan Relocations and Assistance Policy scheme, Afghan Citizens Resettlement scheme, UK 

Resettlement Schemes, the Hong Kong British National (Overseas) visa scheme and unaccompanied 

asylum-seeking children.  

mailto:hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
mailto:debra.dewhurst@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/her-majesty-queen-elizabeth-ii/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/cutting-emissions-from-our-own-operations/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/cutting-emissions-from-our-own-operations/
http://www.oscb.org.uk/
http://www.osab.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/CllrHayleigh
http://www.facebook.com/Debra4BlewburyAndHarwell
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/community-support/support-for-ukraine/
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Community Hub 
The Hub can offer support and direct people to help on a range of things including Cost of Living, food 

support, etc. If you are struggling financially or just finding life difficult, the community hub can help. 

Whether it’s practical support or just advice, please get in touch: 

• Call: 01235 422600 
• Email:  communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk  

The office hours are 8.30am - 5pm Mon to Thurs, 8.30am-4.30pm on Fri (and closed on bank holidays). 

 

Age UK Oxfordshire 

Age UK Oxfordshire asked us to share the below for vulnerable older people who need support in our 

communities over the colder and darker months. 

They have brought together some useful information and resources in the form of an online Winter Hub - 

https://www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/about-us/winter-hub/  

Also being aware that not everyone has or wants access to the internet, they have created physical Winter 

Wellbeing packs which can be posted out to any older people or groups. 

Please get in touch with them via contactus@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or 0345 450 1276 if it would be 

helpful to receive some packs. Just a reminder too that they have a Cost-of-Living Hub on our website with 

lots of useful information - https://www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/about-us/cost-of-living-hub/ 

Local News 
Valley Park Update 

This section of our report provides an overview of the current live planning applications for Valley Park. 

There are often several live applications relating to the development, however those labelled ‘RM’ i.e. 

‘Reserved Matters’ are typically the most noteworthy as they request planning permission for specific 

parcels of housing on the development. Residents and parish councils can provide comments on these 

applications during the consultation period. Officers look at these comments and (where considered 

relevant to planning matters) seek to address them with the developers. For example, you may have 

noticed that it took a while for the first parcel of homes for Valley Park to be approved (some two years from 

the original outline permission). This was, in part, due to the number of times the Vale planning officers at 

went back to the developers to ask for amendments. Applications labelled as ‘DIS’ i.e. ‘Discharge’ relate to 

specific conditions from the outline planning permission and are not usually open for public consultation. 

The current live planning applications for Valley Park are listed below along with an update on the status of 

each provided by the Vale planning officers.  

Applications Under Consideration 

P22/V2744/RM – 246 dwellings – Taylor Wimpey first housing parcel 

Amended plans were received on 26 September 2023. Officers have considered consultee responses, 

reviewed the amended plans and provided comments to Taylor Wimpey on 30 October which will need to 

be addressed. As mentioned previously, parts of this parcel of land are in flood zones 2 and 3 and 

therefore, could be susceptible to fluvial flooding. Condition 36 of the outline planning permission excludes 

built development from flood zones 2 and 3 but the plans including the latest amendments, show housing in 

these areas which is not acceptable. Taylor Wimpey had undertaken flood modelling and submitted it in 

September 2023 to the Environment Agency seeking to demonstrate that flooding is not an issue on site 

and that the Environment Agency’s flood maps should be revised to categorise the site as flood zone 1 

which is an acceptable location for housing. The Environment Agency has not accepted the flood 

modelling.  Presently the proposals conflict with condition 36 of the outline planning permission and Taylor 

Wimpey will either need to undertake further flood modelling work (recommended by the Environment 

Agency) or remove built development from flood zones 2 and 3. Officers think Taylor Wimpey will seek to 

undertake further flood modelling work but we await a response to comments raised. 

mailto:hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
mailto:debra.dewhurst@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
mailto:communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/about-us/winter-hub/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/about-us/winter-hub/
mailto:contactus@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
https://harwellparish-my.sharepoint.com/personal/clerk_harwellparish_onmicrosoft_com/Documents/2023-2024/Meetings/08_16November2023_Council/Appendices/Cost-of-Living%20Hub
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/about-us/cost-of-living-hub/


Vale of White Horse District Councillors Parish Update 06.11.2023  Appendix B 

hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk  Page 3 of 5 debra.dewhurst@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

P22/V0604/RM – infrastructure for Persimmon and Taylor Wimpey first housing parcels 

Amended plans were received on 17 August 2023 and officers have considered consultee responses, 

reviewed the plans and provided feedback to the applicants on 17 October which needs to be addressed. 

This scheme is also subject to the flood issues mentioned above and consideration of the application is 

now on hold awaiting the applicants’ response. 

P22/V2624/DIS – Surface and foul water drainage 

No change - This application has not progressed since the last updates i.e. we have requested cross 

sections for the proposed swales and attenuation basins and asked the applicant to address the Vale 

drainage engineer comments together with demonstrating that the drainage scheme can be accommodated 

with other proposed infrastructure e.g. footways and cycle ways and meet the Strategic Design Code 

expectations. This application is also held up as it overlaps with the two RM applications above. 

P23/V0659/DIS – approval of details reserved by of condition 33 - Travel Plan 

No change - OCC as highway authority responded to our consultation and are seeking amendments to the 

travel plan which were put to the applicants in May 2023 for consideration but no response has been 

forthcoming to date. 

P23/V2247/DIS – application seeking approval of water course crossings – condition 28 of the 

outline planning permission 

This application was received on 3 October. Responses from consultees are awaited and officers need to 

review the application. 

Climate & Environment News 
More than £56,000 given away for climate action projects 

A total of 14 organisations including parish councils, climate community groups, a pre-school and a drama 

group were collectively offered more than £56,000 from the Vale’s Climate Action Fund to help with a wide 

variety of projects which aimed to save energy, help nature recovery or educate residents on how they can 

help tackle climate change. The projects listed below are the ones from our ward area. 

Organisation Description of project 

Blewbury Parish Council 
Installation of at least two electric vehicle public charging points at Blewbury Village 
Hall, to assist EV users to charge their vehicles in the village. 

Little Pippins Pre-School 
in Harwell 

Installation of solar panels on Little Pippin’s pre-school building. 

The Harwellian Club 
Project to set up and install interactive displays showing information and advice about 
the Harwellian Club’s energy usage and the recently installed solar panels at the 
Harwellian social club. 

So if you are a community group planning a project with a climate action focus then please check our 

grants page www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/grants or email the climate and biodiversity team at 

climateaction@southandvale.gov.uk to be notified when the Climate Action Fund is going to open. 

Affordable housing grant to help address urgent need 

More affordable, energy efficient homes will be built in South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse 

thanks to a new improved grant process. As part of the district councils’ work to help meet the urgent need 

for genuinely affordable housing in the region, local developers, Community Land Trusts and self-builders 

can apply for a Section 106 affordable housing grant to build affordable homes that meet the councils’ 

climate criteria. 

Free carbon emissions calculator tool  

The vale have launched a free simple-to-use carbon emissions calculator tool for town and parish councils 

to measure their current carbon emissions using energy and fuel bills. It makes it easy to work out where 

carbon and cost savings can be made. 

For more information, email climateaction@southandvale.gov.uk 

Do you live in a house without a gas boiler? 

The good news is you may be eligible for energy efficiency upgrades for your home, such as insulation, 

solar panels and heat pumps, all funded by the Home Upgrade Grant Phase 2 (HUG2). These upgrades 

mailto:hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
mailto:debra.dewhurst@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/climate-emergency/more-than-56000-given-away-for-climate-action-projects/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/climate-emergency/more-than-56000-given-away-for-climate-action-projects/
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/grants
mailto:climateaction@southandvale.gov.uk
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/housing/affordable-housing-grant-to-help-address-urgent-need/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/housing/affordable-housing-grant-to-help-address-urgent-need/
mailto:climateaction@southandvale.gov.uk
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can help to reduce energy bills and make homes easier to keep warm. The grants are available to 

homeowners and landlords whose properties are not heated by gas boilers, with a household income of 

less than £39,000 and with a low energy rating (D-G). Visit welcomethewarmth.org.uk to find out more. 

Online forum about energy efficiency in homes 

The Vale are hosting a free online forum aimed at town and parish councils and community groups to help 

residents bring down their energy use and costs. There will be outside speakers and a Q&A session. It is 

takes place on Tuesday 14 November at 6.00-7.15pm. To register for the event, email 

climateaction@southandvale.gov.uk 

 

Council News 
The Vale steps up to help families who supported the UK’s military operations in Afghanistan 

An innovative new arrangement will support the welfare of families from Afghanistan who have contributed 

to the UK’s military operations in their country. Families who had put themselves at risk by working and 

fighting for the UK, were forced to flee their home country when the Taliban regained control. Since then, 

many of them have spent more time than is suitable in hotel accommodation provided by the Home Office. 

Once finalised, the new arrangement – which is part of a UK-wide scheme – will mean that currently 

unused Ministry of Defence housing can be used as temporary accommodation. 

Councils support staff with pledge for the Real Living Wage 

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have pledged their ongoing commitment for 

paying staff at least the Real Living Wage. Both councils currently ensure all directly employed council staff 

receive at least the Real Living Wage and have done for several years. At Vale’s Council meeting on 

Wednesday 11 October, councillors put forward a cross-party motion on the Real Living Wage, which was 

passed unanimously. 

New grant to help people stay warm and fed this winter  

A new food and warmth grant will help support people in our communities this winter who may otherwise 

struggle to afford essential things.   Access to nutritious food and warm homes are basic necessities – but 

the ongoing impact of the pandemic on people’s finances, health and wellbeing has been further 

heightened by the cost-of-living crisis. Launched by South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district 

councils, the grant is aimed at local voluntary and community groups, and town and parish councils, who 

can use it to support those most in need in the districts. Organisations can apply for grants between £2,000 

to £5,000, or up to £10,000 for collaborative projects between groups of two or more organisations. 

Funding boost available for rural businesses and organisations 

A new grant scheme has launched for rural businesses and organisations based in South Oxfordshire and 

Vale of White Horse. The fund is designed to support capital projects for small businesses and community 

infrastructure that help to improve productivity and strengthen the rural economy and rural 

communities. Interested parties are encouraged to submit their application before midday on Friday 24 

November 2023 by visiting the Vale of White Horse District Council website. 

Over £82,000 awarded to expand youth activities  
Children across Wantage, Grove and nearby neighbourhoods will soon have more exciting youth activities 

on offer, thanks to a funding boost for Sweatbox Community Youth Services.  Sweatbox is set to receive 

£82,166 from Vale of White Horse District Council to expand their weekly youth activities, which include 

sports, arts and more. 

Over £440,000 awarded to support swimming pools in South and Vale 

Swimming pools across South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse have been awarded a total of 

£441,542. The award will help ensure residents continue to have access to good swimming facilities across 

the two districts. 

Over £130,000 boost for Didcot Wave gym 

The Didcot Wave leisure centre is set for a boost of £133,129 towards new gym equipment. The centre, 

located in Newlands Avenue, Didcot, will benefit from new cardio and resistance gym equipment early next 

year. The plan is to provide state of the art equipment – with some self-powered items that will reduce the 

energy consumption of Didcot Wave. 

mailto:hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
mailto:debra.dewhurst@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
https://www.welcomethewarmth.org.uk/register-your-interest?utm_source=toolkit&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=23-0184
mailto:climateaction@southandvale.gov.uk
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Cornerstone and The Beacon 
South and Vale’s entertainment and community venues 
Celebrate Christmas at Cornerstone 
Cornerstone Arts Centre in Didcot is getting ready to celebrate Christmas this year with a range of shows 

and workshops to suit all ages. Everything starts on Sunday 3 December as part of the Play2Give 

DidcotFestive Market in the Market Place next door to Cornerstone. 

Men’s health at Cornerstone 

November is Men’s Health Awareness month and coming to Cornerstone Arts Centre is Matt McGuinness 

with his show We Are What We Overcome. 

One man's journey to good mental health, combining music with thought-provoking comedy and powerful 

stories. 

Matt will be at Cornerstone on Thursday 16 November and there’s currently 10% off tickets with the code 

MHOffer10. This can be applied in person at the Box Office or online.  

Autumnal delights to entertain all at The Beacon 

The Beacon’s autumn season is well underway, here are some of the highlights coming to the stage 

soon… 

On Saturday 25 November, come along for an utterly enchanting evening with multi award-winning 

magician Ben Hart. Expect stunning displays of wonderment, wicked humour and extraordinary works of 

magic in his all-new show JADOO. 

Don’t forget to book your tickets early for the Christmas pantomime Robin Hood by TaleGate Theatre 

Productions. Packed with songs, slapstick and fairy tale magic that all the family will enjoy. Saturday 9 and 

Sunday 10 December at 2pm. 

For more information and to book your tickets visit The Beacon website. 
Young artists encouraged to display their work in Wantage 

The Beacon in Wantage is reaching out to local schools and youth groups to display artwork on their Art 

Wall, showcasing local young talent and celebrating the community in the building. 

Pupils at Grove Church of England School, Wantage, were the first to have their art displayed on The 

Beacon’s Art Wall earlier this year. 

The Beacon is looking to continue showcasing the work of local young budding artists. Any organisation 

whether it’s a school, Scout or Guides that works with young people and would like to exhibit their work for 

free can find out more by contacting The Beacon, beacon.wantage@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

mailto:hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
mailto:debra.dewhurst@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/cornerstone-arts-centre/celebrate-christmas-at-cornerstone/
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/cornerstone-arts-centre/celebrate-christmas-at-cornerstone/
https://www.cornerstone-arts.org/whats/we-are-what-we-overcome
https://www.beaconwantage.co.uk/whats-on/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/the-beacon/young-artists-encouraged-to-display-their-work-in-wantage/
https://www.beaconwantage.co.uk/
mailto:beacon.wantage@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
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Harwell Campus 

Amendments to P23/V1217/FUL have been submitted. I noted that a response to comments made by 

Harwell PC is included. Do you think your concerns have been addressed?  The response on a safe 

walking route from North Drive to Chilton School only seems to concern construction traffic and not 

staff travel when the construction is complete. The tree and biodiversity comments have received quite 

a limited response, but on trees there is a slight change proposed in repsonse to the District Landscape 

Architect’s comments. 

 

Funding boost available for rural businesses and organisations  

 A new grant scheme has launched for rural businesses and organisations based in South Oxfordshire 

and Vale of White Horse.   

The fund is designed to support capital projects for small businesses and community infrastructure that 

help to improve productivity and strengthen the rural economy and rural communities.   

Interested parties are encouraged to submit their application before midday on Friday 24 November 

2023 by visiting the  Vale of White Horse District Council website. 

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have secured this funding through the 

government’s Rural England Prosperity Fund (REPF) as part of the levelling up agenda.  

Grant funding is available for small scale investment in micro and small enterprises in rural areas, 

growing the local social economy and supporting innovation, investment in capacity building and 

infrastructure support for local civil society and community groups.  

Example projects include the diversification of farm buildings outside of agriculture, establishment of 

rural community businesses and net-zero infrastructure.  

Who can apply?  

Town and Parish Councils, public sector organisations, higher and further education institutions, private 

sector companies, registered charities, constituted community-based organisations, social enterprises 

(like CICs) are eligible for the scheme.  

A grant panel will then meet in February 2024 to discuss each project and assess which projects should 

receive funding.  

Please note that to be eligible for REPF funding, a business or organisation must be located within an 

eligible area as defined by Magic Maps. To check if your postcode is eligible, please follow the link, select 

‘Administrative Geographies’, ‘Other Administrative Boundaries’, then ‘Rural England Prosperity Fund’ 

from the list of the left of the screen.  
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(I have checked the map and all of Hendreds Ward is an eligible area. 

 

 

Community First Oxfordshire event for PCs on rural affordable housing 

In Oxfordshire’s rural communities, the market for housing has become divorced from local people and 

their incomes and serves primarily second and holiday homeowners and retirees, who have far more to 

spend on housing than local workers. Those unable to access homeownership, and with a shrinking 

stock of social housing in rural areas, have to turn to the private rented sector, where costs are high and 

tenancies insecure. With more intense competition for these homes, young people and families are 

priced out of rural communities entirely – forced to move away from friends, families, and jobs. Many 

rural communities struggle to fill vacancies and many communities struggle to maintain services such as 

local schools, pubs and shops.  Lack of affordable homes threatens the social fabric of rural life. 

It’s not easy for local communities to address this but it is possible, and there is support to help make it 

happen. 

Community First Oxfordshire are running two events for parish councils and other interested groups: 

Didcot Civic Centre – Monday 27th November - 7.30-9pm 

Delivering the Housing that your Rural Community Needs Tickets, Mon 27 Nov 2023 at 19:00 | 

Eventbrite 

Exeter Hall Kidlington – Wednesday 6th December - 7.30 -9pm 

Delivering the Housing that your Rural Community Needs Tickets, Wed 6 Dec 2023 at 19:00 | Eventbrite 

Speakers will include: 

• A specialist rural housing association who works closely with Parish Councils to bring forward 

Rural Exception Sites 

• A local community land trust who has taken a community -led approach to delivering affordable 

homes for local people. 

Come along and find out about support available for you to meet your local housing needs There will be 

lots of opportunity for questions and discussion with experts. 

The event is free. 

Please book early as numbers will be limited. 

 

 

Do you know of residents in properties without gas boilers? 

The good news is that they may be eligible for energy efficiency upgrades for their home, such as 

insulation, solar panels and heat pumps, all funded by the Home Upgrade Grant Phase 2 (HUG2). These 
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upgrades can help to reduce energy bills and make homes easier to keep warm. The grants are available 

to homeowners and landlords whose properties are not heated by gas boilers, with a household income 

of less than £39,000 and with a low energy rating (D-G).   

Please help spread the word – for more details, see the Welcome the Warmth website. 

 

 

Over £82,000 awarded to expand youth activities  

Children across Wantage, Grove and nearby neighbourhoods will soon have more exciting youth 

activities on offer, thanks to a funding boost for Sweatbox Community Youth Services.   

 

Sweatbox is set to receive £82,166 from Vale of White Horse District Council to expand their weekly 

youth activities, which include sports, arts and more.   

Specifically, the funds will support two years of a proposed six-year project to provide new weekly youth 

activities and expand Sweatbox's Friday night Youth Services.   

The funding comes from developer contributions, also known as Section 106 funding, from the local 

Kingsgrove development to go towards local youth facilities. 

 

 

Free carbon emissions calculator tool for Town and Parish Councils 

VWHDC have launched a free simple-to-use carbon emissions calculator tool for town and parish 

councils to measure their current carbon emissions using energy and fuel bills. It makes it easy to work 

out where carbon and cost savings can be made. 

 

For more information, email climateaction@southandvale.gov.uk 

 

 

Rural Services Network’s Latest Funding Digest 

A digest of funding opportunities from the LGA’s Rural Services Network special interest group. 

https://rsnonline.org.uk/rural-funding-digest-november-2023 

 

 

Cost of Living Help 

https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/cost-of-living-crisis-advice-and-

support/ 
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Summarises help from the district council and other sources. 

The Community Hub can also point people to a range of help: 

• Tel: 01235 422600  

• Email:  communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk 
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Appendix D 

Title Items Remaining from the September Meeting 

Author Locum Clerk to the Council 

Meeting Full Council Meeting – 16th November 2023. 

 

1.1. To consider whether to draft a Treasury Policy 

A parish treasury policy appears to be an investment strategy policy.  The Parish Council has very 

limited reserves at this time, and is likely to use some of those reserves during the next year.  

Propose this item be delayed until such time that the Council has sufficient reserves to require 

investing them.  

1.2. To approve to send a letter to Didcot Town Council, proposing they move in to the South 

and Vale Offices to free the Civic Hall to become a Health Centre. 

[ACTION Cllr Convery from September meeting] 

1.3. To receive information on OCC Community Transport Grants, and if appropriate approve 

applying (Action on a former Councillor)  

From the OCC Website: 

Community Transport grants 

The council supports the development of not-for-profit community transport groups and services. 

Small start-up grants to help groups in the initial stages of development are available. 

We can also help with the cost of training volunteers as minibus and passenger assistants.   

Contact us for more information. 

The Clerk suggests it is not appropriate for the PC to apply for a grant such as this, we are not a not-

for-profit community transport group – but should a local group exist, the PC could wite a letter of 

support? 

1.4. To receive information on VoWHDC EV Chargers, and if appropriate approve applying – Cllr 

Hughes 

[ACTION Cllr Hughes from September meeting – Clerk cannot find information on this] 

1.5. To discuss safer crossing of the A417 and agree actions. 

Commentary from the September Agenda included:  

A) Discuss the urgent need for a safer crossing point on the A417  

B) Discuss the use of the CIF (community infrastructure fund) and any other potential funding 

options with the local district and county councillors  

C) Discuss the next steps on the speed on the A417 post the public consultation 

1.6. To approve latter to send to Thames water regarding flooding on the A417 

[Clerk unsure of issues or proposed content] 
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1.7. To note approved 20mph scheme for Harwell is to be implemented in Phase 2, schemes to 

be completed 1st April 2024 – 31st March 2025. 

The 20mph scheme was approved by OCC in 2022.  Harwell is however in Phase 3 of the 

implementation, which is scheduled for the 2024-2025 financial year. 

Approved: 

a) The introduction of a 20mph speed limit zone a 20mph speed limit zone in Harwell. The proposals 

will replace the existing 30mph speed limit with a 20mph speed limit zone on all roads within 

Harwell village, leading out to the following points:  

• Blenheim Hill/Didcot Road - a point 40 metres east of its junction with Teasel Bank  

• Grove Road - a point 410 metres west of its junction with Drewitts Corner 

• Townsend - its junction with Barrow Lane  

• Wantage Road - its junction with Reading Road 

Refused:  

b) Traffic calming measures within the 20mph zone comprising:  

• Raised tables to be located on: o Wantage Road - with its junction Tyrrells Close, o High 

Street - outside Wellow House, o Blenheim Hill - outside Hill Orchard. 

• One sided ‘build-out’ feature on the High Street (near the War Memorial) on the northbound 

lane, with priority given to traffic travelling southwards,  

• Centre line road markings will be removed on High Street & Wantage Road & 1.5m wide 

advisory cycle lanes in each lane will be provided,  

• ’20’ roundel road markings on the carriageway & ‘20 mph` repeater signs will be installed at 

various locations within the zone. 

1.8. To approve play equipment checker for the next 3 months. 

[No Further information] 

 


