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Parish Council 
Our Clerk Rita Bosher retired last month. For the 

last nine years she has patiently converted the some­
times not- too-well expressed decisions and wishes of 
the Council into coherent minutes and letters to the 
various organisations with which the Council deals. 
The Clerk's salary is, or more strictly has been, re­
lated to the number of parishioners. rather than the 
hours spent at work, and has not greatly compen­
sated her diligence! The last item of business at the 
April meeting was to record the Council"s thanks for 
her services, and the Council members gave her a 
Garden-Centre token in appreciation. 1n her letter of 
thanks Rita wrote • . . . After nine years council work 
had become a way of life. It will seem strange not 
to be going into that delightful. attractive and clean 
pavilion anymore! .. . '(where can she mean?) 

Our new Clerk is Debbie Roberts. of Cartref. 
Townsend. and the phone numbers on which she may 
be contact.ed are 'given below. 

At the April meeting the Clerk reported that, fol­
lowing a query about the installation of cable televi­
sion. she had ascertained that those carrying out the 
work had similar powers to the statutary authorities 
(ie they don't need to ask anyone before they dig 
up the footpaths) . There will be a presentation on 
the work to be done in the village at the next Parish 
Council meeting, on 10th June. 

The Vale planning Officer had sent details of two 
objections to the Vale Local Plan, by developers who 
wished to see areas removed from co\·erage by poli­
cies designed to keep them ·green ·. These areas are 
between the north-east edge of Harwell \.illage and 
the A.34, and south of the Reading Road. The Coun­
cil replied that it suppor ted the Vale·s policy of no 
further development south of the A.417. and was op­
posed to the enlargement of the village ·envelope'. 

T he Parish's recently elected County Councillor 
was present at the April meeting, and spoke on 
the County's budget, and how services would be af­
fected if the government capped the County's rate. 
Both of the Parish's District Councillors \,ere also 
present: I...::en Howard reported on Council members 
allowances and the concessionary fares scheme, and 
Co!in Lamont on two planning matters. 

It was reported that the seat. commemorating the 
VE and VJ 50th Anniversaries had been purchased 
and would soon be in the Cemetery, with a suitable 
plaque. A t ree donated by the Harwell Branch. RBL 
will be planted nearby. 

The Council agreed to the purchase of the tractor 
that has been on hire from Harwell Car Services, at 
a price of £3250. The Council also agreed to assist 
the Harwell School Summer Playscheme with a grant 
of £120 to cover insurance and some materials. 
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Parishioners may know that the edge of the recre­
ation ground by the .-\417, has been owned by the 
County Council. which no longer needs it. not hav­
ing any plans to widen the road. Since owning it \,ill 
not make a lot of difference to its availability. the 
Parish Council was not prepared to pay much for 
it, and has now agreed that it will pay the County 
£250 plus legal costs for the land. The strip also 
runs along the newly purchased land. which is not 
yet available for recreation. 

At the :\lay meeting, which was the Annual 
meeting of the Council. }Ir David Levey was 
elected Chairman and Alan Walker was elected \·ice­
Chairman. Again both our District Councillors were 
present: Ken Howard reported that there was likely 
to be an application submitted soon for Housing on 
the .-\EA site in Chilton Parish, and that he was 
still enquiring into the \'ale's responsibility regarding 
the footpath between Orchard \/Vay and The Styles. 
Colin Lamont reported on Footpath number 7. ,,·here 
he had had a meeting with an OCC representative 
and a parishioner. 

The Council agreed to the use of the Recreation 
ground by Harwell Football Club on 15/16th June 
for their 6-a-side tournament. 

The Council concluded the meeting by expressing 
its appreciation of the retiring Chairman. Brian :-Iul­
ford. for his work during the past five years. 

The Annual P arish Meeting took place in Har­
well Village Hall on \Yednesday 22nd i\Iay. Present 
were eight Councillors. one Vale Councillor. and 
two other parishioners. After the Chairman. David 
Levey. had given his report, there was discussion of 
various minor matters, ~orne of which seem to make 
regular appearances at these meetings - parking near 
junctions (please avoid if you can) . dog bins (please 
use if you can). street lights (reports of not working. 
or not sited where they were supposed to be) and 
footpaths inaccessible (number,). all of which kept 
the meeting oc<:upied for a good 30 minutes. 

P a rish Council M eetings are normally held on the 
2nd }londay of the month in the Recreation Ground 
Pavilion at 7.45pm. The next meetings are on 10th 
June and 8th July. Items for the agenda should be 
with the Clerk. Debbie Roberts ten days before the 
meeting - contact her on 820006 (office) or 832727 
(home). The deadline for the next. newsletter is 
25th July. 

The Best Kept Village competition, sponsored by 
Calor Gas. will be judged between June 1st and 16th 
for the preliminary round, and between July 6th and 
21st for the final round (gleaned from the Blewbury 
Bulletin!) Blewbury players a.re staging Ring around 
the Moon on 17th to 20th July - details from 850366. 



Planning M atter s 
Not ices of P ermission: 
HA.R/9136/4 Erection of garage. land adjacent to 
The Styles for :\Ir Dewsnap. The Council had no 
objection provided it was for domestic use only. per­
mission was given on this basis. 

New A pplications: 
HAR/ EHE/14221/17-X & 18-X. The l:KAEA. as 
owners of the Harwell Site, has begun to apply for 
permission for the redevelopment work that it plans. 
The first of these applications was for the demoli­
tion of Ridgeway House and the erection of offices 
on part of the site. The second ''"as for the devel­
opment of the open area between Fermi A venue and 
the perimeter fence which is to be moved back from 
the current line at the south-east corner of the site. 
There was a detailed traffic appraisal, which showed 
amongst other things, given current forecasts, the 
:Milton A34 junction becoming a bottleneck in a few 
years. The applications were for access and did not 
include detailed plans. 

The Council asked the Vale and County to con­
sider the following: 
a) the creation of at exit and access to the north at 
the Chilton A34 junction. 
b) traffic lights at Rowstock roundabout at peak pe­
riods. 
c) widening of Curie avenue. with a roundabout at 
its junction with the A4185. 

HAR/14234/1-X Erection of bungalow and garage, 
land at rear of Lassen. Reading Rd. The Council 
restated its comments regarding access to the site. 

HAR/-1515/1 Erection of single storey extension, 9 
Tyrrells Close. The Council asked the ,·ale to give 
due consideration to the objections of the owners of 
8 Tyrrells Close. who believed the extension would 
have the effect of enclosing and overshadowing their 
garden. 

The business 
opportunity 
of rhe 90's 

\Ve deliver Books & CD-ROMs direct to your door 

\\"'by not host a presentation and receive free books for 
you & your family? 

New d istributor! & party planners always required. 
For further details please call Caroline Jackson on 

832753 

Word Processing Service 
Reports. Theses, labels. :\lanuscripts, 

\Yedding Staionery, Lists, Spreadsheets, 
Invitations, etc. etc. 

Competitive Prices 

Carried out by a Qualified Secretary 

C ontact Abingdon (01235) 555680 

z.. 
R equests 

The Council regularly hears from those troubled by 
bonfires: if you are considering having one please 
think of others before lighting it. Has your neigh­
bour just put his washing out? Can you hear the 
sounds of chatter in the garden on a sunny summer 
evening? 

If so. then please refrain from lighting that bonfire 
- or, if you can, take the stuff to the Drayton t ip, 
particularly if it can be composted (put it in the 
right skip!) or if it contains materials likely to cause 
offensive smells (probably toxic as well!). Thank you! 

And. if you have a verge outside your house. please 
consider cutting it when you mow the lawn - at this 
time of the year Donald Pike is very busy and ·every 
little helps·. to coin a phrase. 

Vale News 

The meeting of the Vale Planning Committee on 3rd 
J une was the first at which a Harwell resident ap­
peared to speak. The new system is up and running 
now, more or less, and it can be useful. If you make 
a planning application and find that objections are 
raised you can make a three-minute statement be­
fore the Committee to plead your case. Please con­
tact me if you wish to do this; I can advise you how 
to proceed. You can also object to somebody else ·s 
application in the samt' way. 

At the same meeting an application by Grove 
Farms to use redundant fruit stores for a new stor­
age business was rejected. The Committee cook the 
view that the right place for a semi-industrial ope-r­
ation like that was in the Milton estate and not on 
a farm. It is interesting that the Vale Council has 
the power to prevent a building being used for any 
purpose other than its original one, even when the 
original need has dwindled away. There may be a 
rnmmercial case for cutting back fruit farming. but 
there is also a down<;ide, as this decision :,how-.. 

Colin Lamont tel 832866 
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Letters to the Editor 

I was dismayed to read Colin Lamont·s Vale News in 
our last Harwell newsletter. Referring to the Vale of 
\Vhite Horse District Council element ot the council 
ta.x increasing from £1 to £31. he says ·it is difficult 
to see how those services can be thirty t,imes better 
next year than they were this.' 

Either :\!Ir Lamont does not understand how the 
council tax works, or he is misrepresenting the facts 
in an attempt to score party-political points. 

The information distributed with council ta.x bills 
makes it clear that VWHDC spending needs are in­
creasing not by 3000% but by 10. 7%. chat is from 
£58 to £65 per head ignoring the parish councils, or 
£151 to £167 per band D property. Last year. busi­
ness rates and central government conuibuted £150 
(band D), leaving the Vale to collect just £1 from us 
(plus about £500 for the parishes and Oxfordshire 
County Council). This year. £14 (band D) less gov­
ernment support and £16 extra spending requires 
the £30 increase. 

If the Vale ·s budget really had increased by a factor 
of 30, our total council ta.x would be over £5000 per 
property! 

).lay be we should just dismiss :\Ir Lamont's remark 
as sour grapes from a member of the party that lost 
control of the Vale Council last year. 

Roger Thetford. 

{thanks for the explanation - it's clearer than the Vale 
WHDC's attempt! - ed.) 

WINNA.WAY KENNELS & CATTERY 

The Bield, \iVinnaway, Harwell. 
Tel. 0235 835207 

;,;-ew, purpose-built kennels with 
thermostatically-controlled heated sleeping quarters. 
Collect ion and delivery service at small extra charge. 

Every need of your cat or dog catered for. 

Hours: 10am - 12 noon; 2pm - 5pm :'.I.Ion. - Sat .. 
10am - 12noon Sunday. 

Silverdown Riding School 
Established 1954 

Lighted Indoor Arena 
Private and class lessons for adults, children, 

beginners & more adYanccd riders. 

Qualified & Experienced Instructors 
LiYeries, Full or \Yorking. 

4(':::,._ Reading Road /~!)). 
!h ._ ~, Tel. 835377 tFt;.t;\ 

~ ~iii ~~:) 
-·~~ - ~ 
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A Fresh Air Day Out in a Good Cause 

On the second Saturday in September every year, 
people take to the roads of Britain by cycle, by foot . 
on horseback or by car (by canoe, too, some veairs 
ago) to raise money for the preservation of h~toric 
churches. The aim is to sign in at as many churches 
as possible. to raise sponsorship money for the His­
toric Churches Trust. 

St i\Iatthew·s. Harwell. is a participating church 
- that is. it both welcomes cyclists (and those who 
chose other fonns of transport, though quite how 
you'd get down Church Lane in a canoe is a puzzle) 
from elsewhere. and fields a team of cyclists of its 
own. Half the money the Harwell cyclists raise goes 
to St :.\fatthews and half to the Oxfordshire Historic 
Churches Trust. In 1995/96, the Trust allocated over 
£60,000 to repair projects in churches of all denom­
inations all over O:x.-fordshire. 

If you would like to spend a sunny (?) September 
Saturday (September 14th) discovering new high­
ways and byways of the locality, seeing some of this 
country's most spectacular architectural heritage as 

you go. contact Liz Roberts on 83 42 95 for more de­
tails. You don ·t have robe a churchgoer to take part 
and whether you clock in at two churches or twenty. 
t.ravel solo or in a group, arc super-fit or just enjoy 
a few hours outdoors in a good cause. St l\Iatthew·s 
would be delighted to haYe you along! 

Thanks for "Buying a Brick" 
A total of £23, was donated by residents of Harwell 
to the recent -Buying a Brick'' campaign, to sponsor 
houses for families affiicted by leprosy. When added 
to the /pounds 75 donated by staff at Didcot Girls 
School and tot he donations of other communities in 
the area. a total of £853.33 was collected. This is 
enough to build a complete house for one family at 

the Village of Hope in J\ ew Delhi. 

Thank you to all those who contributed. Your gifts 
really do make a difference. 

The '.\"ickerson Family 

WEST HAGBOURNE 
VILLAGE OPEN DAY 

Sunday 7th July 1996 
1 2 110011 - 6 p.111. 

Open gJrdens, Exhibitions, Entertainments, 
Competitions, StJlls, Live Music, Children's pet 

corner, TeJs Jnd much much more! 

Come and join in the fun! 
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Bill Connolly, Jake Castle. and Ron Thomsett on the British Legion Float 

Bank Holiday Fete - 27th May 
The Harwell RBL Club, with assistance from many 

others including The Little Pippins Playgroup and 
The Harwell Fun Club, on the Spring(~!?) Bank Hol­
iday organised a Fcte in place of the usual Harwell 
Feast. Since the Feast was not to be run chis year, 
the Club was happy to have the opportunity to raise 
some additional money to help fund an extension to 
the Club Lounge. 

There was concern expressed that the Club event 
should not be confused with the usual Feast as it is 
intended that this should resume. At the same time 
we did not want to disappoint visitors who would be 
expecting a reasonable event on such a day. 

A full programme of events was arranged and the 
Fete was opened by Wesley Smith, the Central News 
celebrity. The day started '>vith a downpour of rain 
and a parade of vintage tractors. vintage cars and 
decorative floats. A total of more than 20 vehicles 
took part headed by a marching Piper. A street 
collection in aid of Leukemia research realised £91. 
\\-esle:· had a busy morning judging tractors and 
floats. then on to the Children ·s Fancy Dress. all the 
way being mobbed by his fan club and signing auto­
graphs. He then moved into the RBL Club. where 
he kindly presented a cheque to the \·alue of his ap­
pearance fee to Jack Perry for the use of The Guinea 
Pig Club. 

Back outsider visitors and stall-holders were hav­
ing quite a tough time with the cold weather. but 
most acth·ities received some support. Tea and 
Cakes went very well in the Pavilion. and the Bar-B­
Q was doing a roaring trade. The Bouncy Castle was 
very popular with the children (large and small), as 
was the Gladiators Duel. The Ice Cream vendor did 
show up, but apparently decided the weather "·as a 
bit against him. A large disappointment was our at­
tempt to stage The Harwell Fun Run. Whether it 
was the after effects of The London !\1arathon, the 
Hagboume Fun Run of a week earlier. or the more 

important preparations for the Atlanta Olympics is 
not quite clear. On the day there were only 6 entries, 
and the event was reluctantly called off. 

Given that the organisation was undertaken with 
little more than a month to spare, the fact that some 
clumsy newspaper headlines persuaded many people 
that there was nothing happening in Harwell that 
day. and to say nothing of the weather. the Club is 
happy to report that a profit of over £350 was made 
towards the Club Building Fund. Other organisa­
tions such as The Little Pippins Play Group, The 
Harwell Fun Club ai1d The Bowls Club had their 
own fund-raising stalls. 

The thanks of the RBL Club are extended to the 
many individuals and organisations that helped to 
make a difficult day into some sort of success story. 

Cyril Balderson Treasurer, RBL Club (Harwell) 

McTimoney Chiropractic 

Lorna Walton M .C. A .M.C .A . 

Highbury, The \~'innaway, Harwell OXll 0JG 

Appointments 01235 821858 

:vtcTimoney Chiropractic i~ a particularly gentle and effec­

tive whole body manipulati,·e technique. It aims to correct 

the alignment of the bones of the spine and other joints of 

the body, to restore nerve functions, to alleviate pain and to 

promote natural health. \1cTimoney Chfropractors work in 

cooperation with doctors wherever possible. 

Stadhampton Animal Sanctuary 

requires all saleable goods including 
furniture for their Didcot Shop, Lower 

Broad,rny. 

Please Can you help'? 

If so. telephone 815238 
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Harwell Village H all 

The Annual General :\'Ieet.ing of the :\Ianagement. 
Committee wa.s held in the Freeman Hall on t.hc 
evening of 30 April 1996. when the officc-bi:arers c1nd 
eight of the trustees were present. 

The Charity Cornmissioners reply to ,he change in 
the management. scheme involving the trustees tok­
ing responsibility for the Village and Freeman Holl:-: 
signified acceptance of the ne\\' arrangenwnr .. 

The Treasurer reported a considerable increase in 
kt tings of the Village Hall with consequent. incre;i,;c 
in income, although this was to some extent offset 
by a marked drop in income from fundraising. \Virh 
this in mind it. is int.ended to hold a Tabletop Sale 
on 13 July 1996 when it is hoped the fundraising um 
resume. 

Current office-bearers were re-decred a.-: follo\\';;:­
Cha.irman - l\1r Ricketr.s: Vice-Chairman - :\Ir Ed­
wards: Booking Secreta.ry - Mr Bullock: Treasurer -
Mr Lamont; Secretaries - l\Ir and :\Ir;; :-Seil!. 

Tl1e ~!anagement, Commit.tee wishes to record it.s 
appreciation of the services of :\fr Roger \\·ic kens of 
Fanfare Stores, who took over the duties of Booking 
Secretary after the resignation of :\'!rs All:rn and per­
formed them with great success. 

Secretaries :\Ir ..\.: :\Ir,- D. \'eill 

Massage at The Minst rels 

ITEC qualified lady offers genuine rela.ung holistic 
massage to Ladies at home in Rowstock 

£15 per hour and pro-rata e.g. 
Whole body massage - 1 hour 
Back or Legs &feet - {hour 

Others. Combinations, you ~an choose 

Daytime or evening appointments available 

Telephone Mrs Edwards on 832220 

Council for t he Protection of Rural 
England 

Active but not activist. the CPRE has been around 
for 70 years in .1996. It's a non-political campaigning 
organisation. which promotes sensitive and realisti­
cally sustainable deYelopment of the countryside. In 
recent times. the Council has been in the news for its 
opposition to the route of the Newbury by-pass. for 
its much wider report. just published, on the impact 
of current proposals for major road-building nation­
wide. and for its ongoing audit of ( what is left of 
that vital natural habitat and hist,oric landmark. the 
hedgerow. 

The CPRI enjoys growing support in our area and 
has a varied diary of events - with something to inrer­
est anyone committed to preserving our countryside 
heritage - to celebrate its anniversary year. For more 
information. contact the Harwell village representa­
tive. Liz Roberts, on 83 -!2 95. 

Harwell Feast Commit t ee 

A. G.M. 

Tuesday 9th J uly 

8pm. Freeman Hall 

If you would like to join the feast. Conunirree l: 
bring Harwell Feast b;irl;: again in 199, plea»t' com<' 
/\long to this meeting or please cont.acr the Clrnirmc1n 
Sue Cooke on 833075 

CJ3eaut1 c)reatment 
·~~ ~ssaae ,1~ ~ ~/ u '"'7 

E~kf A!'omatheran ;,~)3! 
f Carolyn Woodley !TEC IPTI ~ 

Telephone (0 I 865) 39 l 508 

WEDDlnG MAKE-UP 
Enjoy the confidence of knowing your 
make-up colours are right for you and 
achieve a polished beautiful look. 

Discover your own best colours, image 
and skin therapy 

Tel: 01235 832729 (Janet) 
~&uly for All 5euon$ 



"Shift to t he Shade,, 

The Vale W HDC is taking part in the nationaJ cam­
paign to encourage people to take care of their skin 
- over e..'\'.posure t.o the sun leads to premar.ure age­
ing of the skin and the risk of skin cancer. which is 
believed to be preventable in 4 out of 5 cases. 

Apart from offering t rees and other resources to 
schools, the vale has four "instant shelt.ers" t.o loan to 
local groups to provide shade during outdoor events. 
such as fetes and sports days. These shelt.ers are sim­
ple to erect, and each cover an area of 8' by 8'. Kor­
mally two will be available for a booking. for which 
there is no charge, but organisers must norma.lly col­
lect and ret.urn them. Contact Dot :\1orrison at t.lw 
Vale ·wHDC on 520202 ext .. 554. 

Harwell Village Produce Show 

A Coffee morning is being held on Wednesday 3rd 
July at 10.30am at Blenheim House, Blenheim Hill 
- the proceeds will go towards the show. Schedules 
for the Show are now available from Adele Harris at 
Blenheim House or from local shops. 

MIN! 
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FROUD BROTHERS 
PARTNERS: K.R. & R.E. FROUO 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 
COMPLETE LIGHTING • HEATING & POWER 

INSTALLATIONS 

CONTRACTORS TO: COUNTY & LOCAL COUNCILS 
HIGH STREET, HARWELL, OXON OX11 OEX 

TELEPHONE: 0235 835244 
Mobile: 0850-895110 

Garden ers C lub 

The club is organising another Gardens Open Day on 
Sunday 21st July. This was very successful last year 
- are you willing to open your garden to villagers on 
that day? \Ye are not particularly looking for large 
gardens - if you like your garden then so will others. 
Please giYe me a ring if you wish to share your gar­
den, 

Adele Harris 835238 

Vale WHDC Out-of-Abingdon 
meetings 

The Vale \YHDC has provided a list of t.he venues 
for the meetings to be held in locations other r h<1n 
Abingdon, · to make it easier for people to attend 
Council :Vleetings'. Since t.he~e are eit.her a.bout. the 
same distance away in \Vant.age, or further from Har­
well. here is merely the phone number for details -
540305. 

The leaflC't- docs gi...-e the Vale Leader's numbers. 
in case you wish to contact her - office 5-10391. home 
523609. 

SURG ICAL CHIROPODIST 
M .S .S.Ch. M .B.Ch.A . 

For a home visit, please contact 
Mrs. HAZEL M OODEY 

48 Hanney Road, STEVEKTO:\'. 
Telephone Abingdon 834093. 

GENERAL BUILDER 

QUAll/'IF.D JJRICKl,A Yl'R 

S'l'Kl'(Tlllv\l. AI.Tl:lv\TION, CXTl:NSIONS, I IOUSJ:lll,;ILDING 
1.A:-JOSCAI'!: GAROr.NING, 

l)1:s1C.;:'11:--:c AND m:11,DING or KOi roNOS AND rll,T!:RS 
II st·1:c111UTY l'l.l'S l'.Xl'l:1-:'I' l'lllRl'.GI.ASSING 

:;1:Rv1c1: 11v1111.An1.1: 
Ml:MBl:l( O f' Tl II'. BKKS 

Very competitively priced 

Tt:1.1:1'1 ION!: i\1 \V·CURRAN ONO 1235 832314 

DIRTY CARPETS? 
UPHOLSTERY? CURTAINS? 

~ f CAL.l -~"' ~;,,,.~~ 

rt-.i.,._~( GRIMEBUSTERS 
•,_ .. - " 

• ouAUTY WOaK COMPE.m1v£ PltlCES • ooMEStlC & COMM£RCIAL 
• CA~?El/UPHOtSTE•r STAIN noTECTION 'OOl!N!Al ,ucs 
• ••EIPOST OCCUPANCY CtlANINC NC,□ ~ 
• HOOD & FIR£ CLEAN VP/DiYINC 
• INS'UUNCE WORK UNOUlAKEN _.._, ....,_~ .,-.-_.... --------= 

fOa fRU fSJI.M.AlfS/ADVICf RINC C RIM~ r...:::~ --=-, 

OXFORD (01865) 726983 ABINGDON (01235) 555533 WllNEY (01993} 868924 
10 HURST STREET. OXFORD 
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R H Fencing & Gates 
All types supplied and erected 

trees lopped &:. felled. stumps removed 
hedges trimmed, gardens cleared 

walls - paths - drives 

sand, ballast, shingle supplied 

for free estimate tel 835397 

Ray Hinchliffe Polkerris, High St. Harwell 

ROBERT NICHOL 

Classic Decor 
24,The Croft, Harwell Tel 0235 821233 

For all your decorating needs, in:erior and exterior. 

painting, paperhanging, plus stencilling and all 
specialist effects No job too small. 

Free estimates and expert advice 
based on 30 years in the trade. 
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Coloured & Pattern-imprinted Concret e 
For further information call 82119-l 

Or visit our Office and Show Area at 
Herring Homes, Reading Road, Rowstock 
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Also in Blew bury this month, 10 days of arts and 
entertainment on the theme of :VIystery and Disco\'­
ery. starting on Friday 21st June. For a complete 
guide to this year·:; clues. puzzles and revelations. 
get a copy of the festival '.\Iag;izine. available in Blew­
bury stores. 

Artexing, coving, painting & decorating, 

property maintenance, 

domestic/commercial 

insurance work undertaken, free 

quotations/estimates 

Tel: 01235 527000 Mobile: 0585 520681 

Pete v~ 
for home extensions & general 

building, plumbing, interior & exterior 
decorating, garden landscaping 

20, The Croft, Harwell 835579. 
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Parish Council 
Our Clerk Rita Bosher retired last month. For the 

last nine years she has patiently converted the some­
times not-too-well expressed decisions and wishes of 
the Council into coherent minutes and letters to the 
various organisations with which the Council deals. 
The Clerk's salary is, or more strictly has been, re­
lated to the number of parishioners, rather than the 
hours spent at work, and has not greatly compen­
sated her diligence! The last item of business at the 
April meeting was to record the Council's thanks for 
her services. and the Council members gave her a 
Garden-Centre token in appreciation. In her letter of 
thanks Rita wrote ' . .. After nine years council work 
had become a way of life. It will seem strange not 
to be going into that delightful. attractive and clean 
pavilion anymore! . .. ' (where can she mean?) 

Our new Clerk is Debbie Roberts, of Cartref 
Townsend. and the phone numbers on which she may 
be contacted a.re "given below. 

At the April meeting the Clerk reported that. fol­
lowing a query about the installation of cable televi­
sion. she had ascertained that those carrying out the 
work had similar powers to the statutary authorities 
(ie they don't need to ask anyone before they dig 
up the footpaths) . There will be a presentation on 
the work to be done in the village at the next Parish 
Council meeting, on 10th June. 

The Yale planning Officer had sent details of two 
objections to the Vale Local Plan. by developers who 
wished to see areas removed from coverage by poli­
cies designed to keep them 'green·. These areas are 
between the north-east edge of Harwell Village and 
the A34. and south of the Reading Road. The Coun­
cil replied that it supported the Vale ·s policy of no 
further development south of the A417. and was op­
posed to the enlargement of the village ·envelope'. 

The Parish's recently elected County Councillor 
was present at the April meeting, and spoke on 
the County's budget, and how services would be af­
fected if the government capped the County·s rate. 
Both of the Parish's District Councillors were also 
present: Ken Howard reported on Council members 
allo-wances and the concessionary fares scheme .. and 
Colin Lamont on two planning matters. 

It was reported that the seat commemorating the 
VE and VJ 50th Anniversaries had been purchased 
and would soon be in the Cemetery. "-ith a suitable 
plaque. A tree donated by the Harwell Branch, RBL 
will be planted nearby. 

The Council agreed to the purchase of the tractor 
that has been on hire from Harwell Car Services. at 
a price of £3250. The Council also agreed to assist 
the Harwell School Summer Playscheme with a grant 
of £120 to cover insurance and some materials. 
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Parishioners may know that the edge of the recre­
ation ground by the A.417, has been owned by the 
County Council. which no longer needs it. not hav­
ing any plans to widen the road. Since owning it will 
not make a lot of difference to its availability. the 
Parish Council was not prepared to pay much for 
it. and has now agreed that it will pay the County 
£250 plus legal costs for the land. The strip also 
runs along the newly purchased land, which is not 
yet available for recreation. 

At the :'.\lay meeting. which was the Annual 
meeting of the Council. :V1r David Levey was 
elected Chairman and Alan VValker was elected \·ice­
Chairman. Again both our District Councillors were 
present: Ken Howard reported that there \,;as likely 
to be an application submitted soon for Housing on 
the AEA site in Chilton Parish, and that he was 
still enquiring into the Vale's responsibility regarding 
the footpacl1 between Orchard \Vay and The Styles. 
Colin Lamont reported on Footpath number 7. where 
he had had a meeting with an OCC representative 
and a parishioner. 

The Council agreed to the use of the Recreat.ion 
ground by Harwell Football Club on 15/16th June 
for their 6-a-side tournament. 

The Council concluded the meeting by expressing 
its appreciation of the retiring Chairman. Brian :'.\Iul­
ford . for his work during the past fiw years. 

The Annual Parish Meeting took place in Har­
well Village Hall on 'Wednesday 22nd ~fay. Present 
were eight Councillors. one Vale Councillor. and 
two other parishioners. After the Chairman. David 
Levey, had given his report. there was discussion of 
various minor matters, s.ome of which seem to make 
regular appearances at these meetings - parking near 
junctions (please a\'Oid if you can), dog bins (please 
use if you can), street lights (reports of not working. 
or not sited where they were supposed to be) and 
footpaths inaccessible (number i'), all of which kept 
the meeting occupied for a good 30 minutes. 

P a rish Council Meetings are normally held on the 
2nd :'.\londay of the month in the Recreation Ground 
Pavilion at 7.45pm. The next meetings are on 10th 
June and 8th July. Items for the agenda should he 
with the Clerk. Debbie Roberts ten days before the 
meeting - contact her on 820006 (office) or 832727 
(home). The deadline for the next newsletter is 
25th July. 

The Best Kept Village competition. sponsored by 
Calor Gas. will be judged between June 1st and 16th 
for the prelimin3-ry round, and between July 6th and 
21st for the final round (gleaned from the Blewbury 
Bulletin!) Blew bury players are staging Ring around 
the Moon on 17th to 20th July - details from 850366. 


