
Parish Council 

At the October meeting an early i tern on l.he agenda 
was t he Telephone kiosk in the High Street. A 
parishioner had asked the Parish Council to consider 
requesting BT to move il further north, perhaps near 
the shops, or just north of the bus shelter near Gave­
ston Road. Some enquiries were made before the 
November meeting bui it, was then decided not to 
pursue the matter. 

Regarding t he R ecreation Ground , a parish­
ioner from Orchard \'Vay had complained about the 
nuisance of children kicking a football against the 
fence adjacent to his house. The Council had not. 
previously noted this as a p3,rticu lar problem area, 
and Councillors agreed to int.ervene if youths are seen 
using the fence as a goal. 

T he Crispin Football Club have asked and per­
mission was given for 1hem to use the top pitch, on 
terms similar t.o those agreed previously. The Coun­
cil gave permission for the Millennium Committ.ee 
and Youih Club to use t.he Rec. for a bonfire and 
fireworks display, subject to adequat.e s:tfety precau-
1,ions. The Bowls Club had asked for !.he fence ad­
joining the Tennis Courts to be repaired. The matter 
was passed to the Lands and Recreation Committee 
to see what. was required. 

Mrs Margaret Turner reporteJ on a meeting re­
garding the new Local Plan, whi ch the Vale VVHDC 
is just starting work on. One of the matLers for dis­
cussion was a framework for the Vale ·s decisions on 
housing development. This is separate from the con­
sideration of Didcot development and concerns the 
disposition of the Vale ·s allocation for new housing. 
The Council had recie\·ed from lhe Vale \\'HDC an 
Issues Report on this and Mr Martin Ricketts agreed 
to review it. This was done and the Clerk submitted 
com men ts on the Council ·s behalf. 

The Council was advised of a Community Trans­
port Seminar: a.I though no-one would be able to at­
tend, the Clerk was asked for t,he information pack 
for review by Mrs Anne Fisher. 

Under Any Other Business , it was reported that. 
consultation is in progress on the O.C.C. propos­
als for Ea,rly Years Education in Chilton and Har­
well. These include an Early Years unit at. the Har­
well School. Mrs June BlisseLt report.eel that Mrs 
Mcillroy-Speed had worked very hard to save Harwell 
l\ ursery School and should be thanked for her efforts. 
The Council concurred . At the next meeting Mrs 
Margaret Turner reported iha.t she and Colin Lam­
ont had attended recent meetings to discuss nursery 
provision in the area. 

Following the Council"s complaint about the B est 
K e pt Village C o mpetition report this year on 
Harwell , Mr and Mrs D. Lees, Harwell residents and 

among the judges for the competition , have agreed 
that the report was negative and will speak to the 
organisers. 

Also discussed was the dumping of grass cuttings. 
etc. in the brook, by people in their own gardens 
- those fortunate enough to have the brook in their 
gardens have a duty to prevent blockages! 

The state of the seat at Drewitts Corner was raised 
- it was asked if the wood , which appeared to have 
seen quite a few years service, could be replaced. The 
Lands and Rec. Com. will consider. 

And finally, Mrs Margaret Turner and Mrs Rose­
mary ~Iulford had aUended a tour of some play ar­
eas to look at facilities. They were impressed on 
the whole but thought the skate-board faci li ties noisv 
and not visibly appealing. It. was noted that the Val~ 
VVHDC has a Fund specifically for works in parks, 
and the Council may be able lo apply for assistance 
for the proposed BMX t rack (see below). 

At lhe November m eeting it was reported that 
!.he Vale \VHDC had completed its review of wards 
for local (District) el~ctions. This was in order 
to make the number of electors per Vale Coun­
cillor more equal. There are .51 members of the 
Co11ncil and the average electorate per member is 
1767. Under the new scheme Harwell (1850 elec­
tors) and Chilton (1180), which had been slightly 
over-represented, will now join with Milton (village 
.area, 450 electors) giving a total of 3480 electors for 
two Councillors, very close to the average. Milton 
Heights will be included with the Hendreds. 

Also from the Vale the Council has recieved its pro­
posed Charter for Local Councils, which is intended 
to dewlop communications between Parish Councils 
and the Vale vVHDC. Mr Don Hayter had reviewed 
it and will liaise with the Clerk to respond to the 
Vale. 

The Green Box scheme was raised - new boxes 
do not have lids - it was put to Mrs Turner that this 
was a retrograde step - people would be less willing to 
have an open box in their back gardens - she replied 
that the change had been made improve efficiency 
in emptying and save money; the new boxes were 
also some 40% larger. There was some discussion 
of !.he County's new rules regarding disposa.l of DIY 
waste. The O.C.C. has drawn up a list, of items for 
which !.here will be a charge if more than 3 are taken 
together to the Drayton tip. (See the separate report 
on this and Vale Green boxes.) 

Under Didcot development. it was mentioned that 
December 13th is the day when the County makes its 
decision - see Colin Lamont's piece; the petition is go­
ing ahead. Under a separate item , C.P.R.E. member­
ship was discussed as it was due for renewal. Appar­
ently ;igainst the national policy of the C.P.R.E. , th~ 



local branch had taken sides in the direction for de­
velopment of Didcot in suggesting it should be to the 
west. The Council decided against renewing mem­
bership. 

A parishioner had asked if a bus shelter could be 
provided on the south side of Reading Road in Row­
stock just east of the roundabout, as this is the most 
exposed stop in the area and does not have a shelter. 
The Clerk was asked to make enquiries. 

A parishioner had written regarding the lack of 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators in parts 
of Harwell. This is a Yoluntary scheme relying on 
concerned residents to actively participate; it was 
mentioned there had recently been a meeting of local 
Co-ordinators at which local pol ice attended. The 
Clerk agreed to put ~Ir Lees in contact with Mr 
Trevor Packer, who is a NvV Co-ordinator. 

Our groundsman, \'lr Don Pike will soon be retir­
ing and an advertisement for the post recently ap­
peared in the local paper. It was agreed that inter­
views would be held in mid-December. 

Also our Clerk, Debbie Roberts announced t,hat 
she wished to retire from the post in the Spring. The 
Council , which recently advertised for an assistant to 
the Clerk, is now looking for a replacement - see the 
separate advertisement for the post. 

Under matters related to Council-owned lands, it 
was reported that a block of 4 or 5 allotments had 
not been taken up. If anyone is interested in these. 
off Green Road, please comact the Clerk (820006). 

At the October meeting the state of The Stables in 
the corner of Freeman Orchard was discussed, and 
the Lands & Recreation Committee was asked to see 
what work was required. and any possible Commu­
nity use. It was reported at the November meeting 
that the building had been cleared by Mr George 
Gigg, whom the Council thanks for this, and new 
doors fitted. Mrs Hinchliffe would be asked to ob­
tain quotes for the necessary roof repairs, and the 
Council would consider applying to the Vale WHDC 
for a grant. 

Also under Council-owned lands, the proposed 
BMX track was discussed. It was now agreed that 
this should be on the far side of the lower half of the 
embankment, taking in a strip of land from the cen­
tre almost to the northern perimeter fence. Mr Gra­
ham White showed a plan that he thought fulfilled 
most of the requirements - this had 3 tracks of dif­
ferent standards. There were a number of questions, 
regarding materials, assistance from a local Contrac­
tor, whether it should be fenced, insurance, etc. He 
agreed to take the matter forward with the group 
inrnh-ed. 

SURGICAL CHIROPODIST 
M.S.S.Ch. M.B.Ch.A. 

For a home visit, please contact 
Mrs. HAZEL MOODEY 

48 Hanney Road, STEVENTON. 
Telephone Abingdon 834093. 

There were several areas where fence repairs 
were required. Mr Jim Mulford agreed to obtain 
quotes for the rpairs required in the Cemetery and 
Bowls Club. The Tennis Courts fence had been 
damaged in the recent storms when the British Le­
gion's Aunt Sally hut was blown into it. There was 
some discussion as to whether an insurance company 
might or might not pay for this. \fr Marlin Ricketts 
contended that this was presumptive and not rele­
vant and t.hat the Council should do what it would 
do in these circumstances regardless of who the other 
party might be, that is write lo the British Legion 
to state the facts. ff this was not done it would 
not be possible for any claim to be made even if a 
claim would otherwise succeed . The Council decided 
thal its Chairman, Mr Brian ~1ulford, should make 
a verbal approach to the British Legion and report 
back to t.he Council. The validity of this decision 
was questioned by Mr Ricketts. and following some 
lively discussion the Chairman decided to close the 
meeting. 

At the October meeting a request for a donation 
from the Didcol & District Cit izens Advice Bureau 
was considered. A donation of £200 was proposed 
by Mrs Rosemary Mulford and seconded by Mr Alan 
Walker and passed unanimously. At the November 
meeting their roles were reversed, when it was agreed 
to donate £50 to the South & Vale Carers Centre. 

Parish Council Meetings are normally held on the 
2nd Monday of the month in the Recreation Ground 
Pavilion , at 7.30pm. But there is no meeting in De­
cember, so the next will be on January 8th 2001. 
when the Council will set its precept for the coming 
financial year. Items for the agenda should be with 
the Clerk, Debbie Roberts a week before the meet­
ing - contact. her on 820006 (office, answerphone) or 
8:32727 (home). The deadline for the next newsletter 
is 27th January, with distribution about a week later . . 
Hems should be sent to Martin Ricketts at 16, The 
Park , or to Clive Silver, Clonnara, The Broadway. 

WANTED 

Clerk to Harwell Parish Council 
Average of 15 hours weekly 

flexible apart from Council Meetings 

D etails from, apply to D ebbie Roberts 

by 21st D ecember 

01235 - 820006 

HOME HELPERS CARE AGENCY 
SPECIALISTS IN PROVIDING 

FULL C/\RF & DOME.Sl IC SERVICES 
COVERING SOUTH & VALE OXFORDSHIRE 

EMPLOYERS OF FULL & l'ART TIME 
STAFF 

TRAINING WlLL BE PROVIDED 
TEL: TIIE TEAM ON; 01235-550202 

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1993 



Planning Matter s 
Notice of Permission: 
HAR/16621 2-storey extension and detached garage. 
Greensleeves, Reading Rd. 
HAR/ 15014/ 1 Consen·alo ry, rear Rosebrook. I{ings Lane 

HAR/4130/10 Conservatory at f{icking Donkey Burr St. 

HA R/16596 Single storry front ext. at 28 \\"estfield. 
IIAR/16597 Single storey front ext. at 26 \\·estfield. 

New Applications: 
HAR/16659 Erection of 15-metre monopole tower 
with several antennas at \fiddle Field, The Holloway. 
A parishioner was present at the Kovember Council 
meeting to voice her concerns regarding the possible 
heal th risks, closeness to houses as well as the visual 
intrusion. After some discussion the Council rnted 8 
to 1 with 2 abstcnt ions Lo object on the grounds of: 
(a) visual intrusion (b) proxim ity to village envelope 
( c) concern about proliferation of such st,rudures -
the Council quPslionccl whrrher sufficient is being 
done to encourag<> sharing of existing masts. 
HAR/16642 Two-storey front extension at 22 Or­
chard Way. 
HA R/5473/7 Convi>rsion of existing garage lo of­
fice and store, Beech House, High St. The Council 
decided io object that the plans showed a kitchen, 
shower etc. giving suitable faci li ties to provide sep­
arate living accommodation. Jf to be passed by the 
Vale WHDC Lhe Council asked that conditions be 
made proh ihit.ing use for accom modation, and ade­
quate alternat,ive parking. 
HAR/16482/1 Single-storey side and n~ar exlension. 
19 The Croft. 

HEDGES 
SOLICITORS 

MARKET PLACE 
DIDCOT 

TEL: 
01235 811 888 

FAX: 
01235 816322 

* Moving House * 

* Wills and Probate * 

* Company & Commercial * 

* Powers of Attorney * 

* Family Matters * 
* Accident Claims * 

For ALL your legal needs call us now 
We have the latest technology to assist you in a fast, 

efficient, yet friendly manner 

Home & motor insurance 
arranged through the Ul<'s 

leading insurance companies. 
For professional advice on all types of personal & commercial 
insurance, Flint & Co offer you the best value for your money . 

Flint & Co 
INSURANC l ~lRVlll~ • NfU Mutual 

Flint & Co. 18 Stert Street. Abingdon. Oxon. OX14 3JP 

Tel. 01235 553039 
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Harwell Feast Co1nn1ittee 
The inter-village quiz. a joint project by the t\Jil­
lenium Commil.t<>e and t.he Feast Committee took 
place on Sa.Lurday 25th November in the School. 
Six villages took part - Upton. Chilton , Cholsey, 
The Hagbournes, Blewbury and Harwell who were 
represented by lllst. year's \ ' illage Quiz winners and 
runners-up - Lit.t.le Pippins and The Rugby Club. 

The questions were put in style by the quizmaster 
Colin Lamont. 11nd t.h<> 12 teams w<>re competing ror 
an original sc11lpt.ed trophy mad<.> by Terry Doughty. 
Despite some fast fingering on the buzzer and some 
inspired answers, Harwell 1,·ere just pipped oul of 
the final which was bet.ween Blewbury 'Gold' and 
Chilton ·Chaps·. Congratulations go t.o niewlrnry 
who triumphed in Lhe final round (I heard they\·e 
been practising for months~) Thanks to all teams 
who took part. Pe rhaps Blewbury would like lo host 
a re-mat ch next. year·? 

<!Cbrtstmas 
~rout ~ost 
Still only !Op postage p e r card! 

For all your LOCAL Chri,-tmas card deliveries Lo 
Harwell. RowsLock, A EA, Chilton, Didcot. The Hag­
bournes and l31ewbury. Look out for our r ed col­
lection boxes in the villagP shops. the T3ritish L,·­
gion Club and 8 Orchard \\'ay from 1st DecembPr 
onwards. Boxes will also be sited in !.he shops in 
Chilton . AE,-\ a11d R.owslock Garage this year. 

If you ha,·e nor nsed the scheme before, post all yo11r 
local cards (addressed to the above loc.~ t.ions only) 
into the spE'cial Scout boxes. together with a mini­
mum of lOp 1wr enve lope. The boxes will be emptied 
regu larly up lo Th;1rsday. 21st Dec. and members 
of the Scout Group will d<,liw·r the post over the ~ 
weekends before Christmas. 

Mail for Didcol and Yillages other than 1-farwell. 
Chilton & Rowstock will be exchanged on Thurs. 
7th and 14th Dec . DO !\'OT post any ma.ii for these 
locations after 5pm on the l..Jth December as it is 
unlikely to be delivered. Cards for Harwell. Chilton. 
AEA, Rowstock can be posted up to 5pm on the 21st. 

Organi5er: J. A. Cumming 
8 Orchard \\'ay. Harwell. Tel: 221 0-18 

Chiropodist 
Jane A.Cumming, MSSCh, MBChA, 

HOME VISITING 
PRACTICE 

for the treatment of 
all minor foot 

disorders 

8 Orchard Way, 
Harwell, 

Oxon., OX11 0LQ 

Tel. 01235 835289 



Little Pippins Pre-School 

We are in the grips of Christmas mania, what more 
would you expect wiLh 40+ under 5 yr olds. We will 
be performing our annual Nativity Play, this year it 
will be in the Village Hall, we were bursting out of 
St. Matthew's Church Hall last year, We will also 
be having a Christmas Party and I have written to 
invite Father Christmas, promising that every child 
in our Setting will be as good as gold until the Party 
day (What do you think our chances are?) 

V,·e will be having our Ofsted Inspection on the 
6th December and are hoping for continued good re­
sults, we will let you all know in the next Newsletter. 
The Staff all work very hard to provide a stimulating 
environme11t for all our children as beaming through 
their play will give them all a good understanding of 
the world around them. 

The children join me in wishing you all a very 
Happy Christmas. If you would like your child to 
join us, just either call in any day 9.15 - 3pm School 
term dates, or phone Ab. 821741. 
Yrnnne Hinchliffe - Playleader - Ab. 835397 

Musical fun for {-, II/? 
the under fives M #$I c ~ r On r 

BPH~Ll~~l~a!e Hall ~ 
on Friday mornings 

'buzz-in' for a free trial or phone Rachel Shearer on 
01235 521039 for more details . 

NHS Direct - What is it? 

A puh!ic meeting will take place on Thursday .J an­
u:ny 18th 2001 at. Didcot Civic Hall at 7.30 for ev­
eryone in thi,s neighbouthood to learn more about 
?'{HS Dire:d. t.he new telephone diagnosis service of 
the l\'lIS. Th" meeting will be addressed by some 
of the ~HS Direct dodors and nurses who normally 
staff the telephone lines and will cover how you geL 
hold of the service and what it can do for you when 
you Jo. Quest.ions an<l discussion encouraged! 

To finJ out more about the meeting, contact. your 
GP's surgery or Didcot Bealt.h Centre Patients· Par­
ticipation Group on 512288. 

Bed & Breakfast 
The Old Brewery 

High Street, Harwell, 
Oxon OX11 OEQ 

Spacious and comfortable en-suite rooms 
with colour T. V. and tea/coffee 

making facilities 

Also Holiday Cottage to Let 
(Sleeps 5/7 in Harwell Village) 

For details please ring 01235 832880 

County News - Didco t Development 

Many thanks to· all those of you who signed forms 
objecting to the County's intention to extend Didcot 
to the west. This was an official Public Consultation 
about. the Council 's proposal to amend its Structure 
Plan and the verdict that the people have given is 
very clear. Only 410 people s1lpported the Council 
while 1037 objections were submitted. Of the 1037 
objections 508 came from Harwell, 199 from the Hag­
bournes and 318 from Di<lcot itself. These, together 
with Appleford, are the places that have a real in­
terest in the direction of Didcot's growth. Appleford 
people, as is to be expected, supported the Coun­
cil's plan , but only 111 of them did so. They were 
joined by people from as far away as Wallingford , 
Dorchester and even London. 

It is very much a part of the Government's pol­
icy t.hat people should be consult.ed on local issues. 
Unfortunately, no duty is placed on councils to lis­
ten to them. We must wait to see what the County 
decides at its Environmental Committee meeting on 
13th December , but I believe that we should make a 
lot of noise if our views are ignored. 

Even ii we are ignored at that level the efforts that 
you made may not have been v,,asted. lt is my hope 
that. the issue will finally be decided by the Secre­
tary of State, and our objections will oe useful evi­
dence for Mr Prescott if he is minded to reverse the 
County·s decision. 

We shall very soon be corning round with a peti­
tion to Parliament on the same subject. It has been 
raised by people in Didcot. P lease sign it. It really 
will be the best thing for the town and for the en­
vironment if the houses go to the northeast and we 
must go on trying to make that happen. 

Colin Lamont Tel 832866 
colinlamont@compuserve.com 

Winterbrook Youth Club 

For yo ung people aged 11 - 18 years 

Monday evenings, Freeman Hall 7 - 10pm 
All young people in Harwell and their friends 

are welcome. 

Many thanks to all who supported our recent Jum­
ble Sale. We made £215 , which will go towards pay­
ing our Hall rental and equipment. 

.Janice Markey 

McTimoney Chiropractic 

Lorna Walton M .C. A.M.C.A. 

Highbury, The Winnaway, Harwell OXll 0JG 

Appointments 01235 821858 
McTimoney Chiropractic is a particularly gentle and effec­

tive whole b ody manipulative technique. It aims to correct 

the alignment of the bones of the spine and other joi~ts of 

the body, to restore nerve functions, to alleviate pain and to 

promote natural health. McTimoney Chiropractors work in 

cooperation with doctors wherever possible. 



FU - CLUB NE\VS FU~ CLUB NE\VS FUN CLUB 

We meet in the Village Hall on Tuesday mornings 
between 9.30 and 11.30. All parents and carers of 
babies and toddlers, as well as mums-to-be. are wel­
come. Each week we pro\·ide a variety of toys and 
puzzles, an activity table, juice and biscuits for the 
children and tea and coffee for the adults all for 
only£1 per family (first. visit free) . 

Many thanks lo Annie Hancock who has just 
stood down as Chair of Fun Club due to pressing 
family and business commitments (another seL of vil­
lage twins on the way!). Luckily for us, Annie re­
mains on the Fnn Club committee and we will con­
tinue to benefit from her hard work, experience and 
fun-loving nature! The new Chair is J ane Woolley , 
who we wish best or luck in this role. 

Congratulations to Matthew Davies who Was 
t.he winner or 011r autumn half term treasure hunt. 
For those of you still racking your brains, t,he answer 
to the anagram was han·est mouse Around 40 en­
trants turned 011t to find the clues in the appalling 
weather of the weekend of 27-29 Oct.ober - well don1. 

Thanks you to I.he householders who kindly let clues 
be displayed on their property, and to B ob the 
B utcher's for helping to process the entry forms. 
And a big thank you to T h e Old Farm Sh op who 
supplied the fantastic basket of fresh farm produce 
as the prize. 

We held a ]\early Xew Sale> on Saturday 4 ?\ovem­
ber with 16 stallholders. This raised a.round £200 for 
Fun Club runds. which will go Lowards buying some 
new toys next year for Fun Club sessions. Thank you 
to all those who supporrPd this <~vent,. 

Forthcoming events: 

.j Dec N SPCC day - all entry money and dona­
tions to go this Children's Charity, so please support. 
us on this day. 

19 Dec Chris tmas P arty 10-1 2.30 including Fa­
ther Christmas and entertainer Ace. Cost: £2 per 
child, including present, and bring-and-share lunch. 
Nursery /primary school children fro m Fun Club fam­
ilies also welcome. Entry by prepayment only. For 
further information, contact .1 ane Woolley on 22 10 ~ 
30. 

30 Jan - The H ealth Visitor, Pam Norton, is 
offering consultations and weighings-in at Fun Club 
on the last Tuesday of each month (but no session 
in December). These take place in private in a side--t 

WINN AWAY KEN NELS & CATTERY 

The Bield, Winnaway, Harwell. 
Tel. 0235 835207 

New, purpose-built kennels with 
thermostatically-controlled heated sleeping quarters. 
Collection and delivery service at small extra charge. 

Every need of your cat or dog catered for. 

Hours: 10am - 12 noon; 2pm - 5pm Mon. - Sat., 
10am - 12noon Sunday. 

Harwell Se nio r C it izen s Fund 

\,Ve would like to let everyone know how well ll'e 
did at our recent Auction. we made approximately 
£1 ,200 which was t,hc best ever, a big t,hank-you 
to everyone involved, those who donated, those who 
came along on t he evening to bid and those who gave 
generously. A big thank-you also to our Auctioneer, 
Mr Tom Taylor, it was his last Auction for our Fund, 
he ·s been doing this for many many years, and for 
this we are very grateful. \\'e wish him well. 

A big t,hank-you also to our plea for money for 
a new photocopier, we were given the following 
amounts from various Companies and locals etc.: 

The Crispin P.H. £350 
The Harwell Feast 1:350 
Nightingales Architect$ £20 
Crabtree & Eveiyn £ 25 
UKAEA (l\ick Hance) £300 

Together with the money raised every wr.<>k from 
our Home Bingo, this has boo;,ted our Funds to en­
able us to give approximat<'ly 250 over-70's in the 
Parish a monc>tary gift this Christmas . As well a., 
having to purchase our new Photocopier and with 
the gradual fall of sales of our bingo tickets, we were 
beginning to become despondent but NO we won 't 
give up. it 's gi ven us new hope. \'Ve would like to 
publicly thank all the agents who go out in all wealh­
ers every week of the year (o collect money for our 
Fund , without these peoplP. we couldn't survi\·e. 

lf anyone would like to bny bingo tickets, either 
an agent will call to your home or you can purchase 
them from the Paper Shop every week. They are 
only l0p each and you co11ld win £60, better odds 
than buying a. scratch c:ird or a lottery ticket ~o l'm 
told' Please phone our Chair (;rsula l\.!oore on Ab. 
834238 and she will arranp;c for someone to call a11d 
have a chaL. 

May I take this opporl unity of wishing everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy ~ew Year. Yvonne 
Hinchliffe - Secretary Ab. 8:3539, 

room. Book your slot on thP da.y. There is no need 
to attend Fun Club or pay the £1 Fun Club entry 
foe if you only want to see the Health Visitor. 

To join Fun Club, or for further information, or 
to join the Committee (more volunteers always wel­
come) contact J ane Woolley on 221030. 

'GAS BOILER SERVICE~ 
j EMERGENCY & BREAKDOWNS I 
I CORGI R E GISTE R E D ~ 

GAS - OIL - SOLID FUE L 

Heating Syste ms l os talleJ. 
Oathrooms and alJ Plumbing Rcq u i re,ucnt s 

M.S.LALLY. 
Tel: 01235 848592 

Mobile: 07967 0 15065 



P arish Person a lity 

The December personality is arguably Harwell 's most important 
man - the leader of our Parish Council Brian i\lulford. Brian is a 
tall well built man with a pleasant, friendly face. 

!Jria11, J think you told m e you 
have lived in this area all your 
life. ls this right and how was 
your childhood? Yes. I was born 
in East H.endred and went to 
school at St. Amand's. l\1fy fa­
ther was called up in 1940 and 
we moved to Slough. There was 
an outbreak of Polio so we moved 
back to Hendred and 1 moved on 
to St Biriuus school. I was doing 
well academically and enjoying 
sports a lot. \\"hen l was 14 the 
army stopped paying my mother 
an a llowance for me so I had lo 
!Pave school and find a. j ob. 

lrhat job did you find! :\ly uncle suggested 1 should try for a 
boy entrant scheme with the Post Office Telephone Engineering 
department. I was accepted for this and started work a.t Abi ng­
don. I had to cycle from Hendred to Abingdon each day. The 
t raining was good and 1 worked hard and did well. I transferred 
from tbe boy entrant scheme to become an apprenLice. \",le mixed 
training with practical work and I was also studying for external 
examinat,ions. l eventually qualified as a telephones technician. 1 
continued wit.Ii a correspondence course and did some classes at 
what is now Oxford Brookes University. Jt was of great interest 
for me to visit t he Army. RAF and United States Army Air Force 
bases and see the aircraft and t.he commun icat ions systems that 
they used. 

How did your carur d€relop·? l continued to work for external 
qualifications and progress slowly up t he ladder in t.he GPO. lu 
1948 I was called up for national service. T join<:>d the army and 
was drafted into lhe R oyal Signals. l had further good training 
in the army ar. Car.t,:,rick 11nd was post.ed to the Far East. We 
flew ou t to Singapore. and 1 was pu t into a group training to 
go into the l\ lalayan jungle. As we were finishing our training 
the group was disbanded and Twas sent to Ceylon. I looked after 
communications for the H AF at N 'gombo. In my job I got to travel 
around the island. [ found it interesting and quite enjoyable. 

Whal happened whrn you come back? I continued to live in 
HPnd red . cont inued with the GPO. including being attached to 
AEH.E for 12 years on their communications. taking on more im­
portant jobs. l n 196:i l was promoted into management .. My first 
job was Lo change Oxford over to Subscri ber Trunk Dialling. O x­
ford was the second city in t,he Uh:, after l3ristoL to gel STD. l n 
1955 l married Rosemary and we moved into a bungalow on Did­
cot Road in Harwell. At work I became responsible for the area 
repair sevice. J did t.l1is for 6 years and then was given the job of 
putting Abingdon and \\"irney on the STD network. The GPO 
was expanding so quickly that the supply of equipment couldn't 
keep up and we were also short of trained people. T moved back 
to Oxford and was made responsible for the t runk networks in 

the area. I later took on respon:sibility for Aylesbury and High 
Wycombe. l retired from rhe GPO, by then British Telecomms 
in 1989 after 46 years. They were the only employer I had apart 
from my 2 years with the army. 

IVhat about hobbies 011d £11/e1·csts? 1 used top 
ball and represented t.he county. I also played 
Hendred. These sports have now given way to 
I am interested in bird watchi ng and have helpt 
surveys of bird population. My grandfather w, 

be taught me to admire and enjoy the country: 
father returned from hi,, six years in the army l 
Wheatslwaf p11b in E;ist llendred. l used to help 

You 11011• hN on 11 fan 11 . Do you do any far 
really only a small holding, we keep horse1-, my w 
both ride. \\·c breed g,<'<'se and peacocks hut w 
commercial. 

Yo11 incn/1011 your da11ghtc1·. hou· b1g a Jenni 
Our son J ulian is the transport manager for a I 
Peterborough. Our daugh te r Deanna is a sen i, 
in the eye dcpartrncnt in the Radcliffe Infirmar 
of Oxford . She ha.s reC'rnt.ly rnarri<:>d and inhe 
da11gh rers from her doctor hushand·s first marria 

Now wt come lo your vublic .scri,icc. can y, 
you.r acfit,iJics 111 the r1 /la9c-? I joined the Parish 
I have bee11 Chair ma 11 for 9 years and Vice C 
rest of my time. Like the rest of the council W( 

politica.l parties. \\-e work hard to give best, value 1 

and have not increasrd 011r charges for sewral yi 

seem to be morf' intNe~I. iu the parish and ville 
parish meeting is being hl'tter attended. the Kee 
campaign has att.racted a lot of support and Joh 
Mille11ium C'ommit t<'<' lrnw brought a lot of life t, 
last year. I ha\·c also hN'n active on the \'illa.ge 
the British Legion Branch and the British Legi 
treasurer of each of I lw:;,' for O\'er l:i years. 

Thank you rcry 11111<:11 Brinn for this inlei-es 
pa.1'ish councillor myself l know that you are an 
man. J was impresstd hy your display of courage 
Councillor .\Jrs .\fulford lo slop chalicri11g. Serio 
fund of good co mmon 8C11.~e steers iht Council 
.successfully. } 'our otha co11lributio11s to ,,11/age Ii 
appreciated. 
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Harwell School 
The Styles 

llarw<.>11 
0 L 2:.35 8:~.->:3:r; 

Email: offi cei~harm•ll .oxou .sch .u k 

• Have you put your child"s name down fo r school ye1·? 

• '{ou might n<>ed 1.o do it soon<'r tha11 you th ink. 

• Tf your littleotH' wa~ born lwtwee n Isl September 1996 and 
:31st A ugu:=:I 1997 you tH'<'d t o :-lart tna king arrangements. 

• P lease contact us at school to co11w and haY<> a look round, 
\\·e ·d be delig hLed Co Se€:' you. 

Didcot on Saturday 

Enr.er tainrnent and Fat her ( 'l1ri:-t ma:- in I he town ccntrl' - come 
and jo in in the fun - a nd shop locally. 

Saturday 9th D ecember stilt-walking policeman with fun fo r 
eve ryone. Father Christ m as in his groHo at Clo/hes for Children 
2 - 1pm. 

Saturday 16th Dcc<cmher .Jazz duo play~ a 1·a11ge of jazzy 
Chrislmas tunes on the t.11ha and trumpet. Fat.lwr Christmas in 
his grotto at Clothes for C/11/drfll "1. - lp1n. 

Saturday 23rd D eccmbc)r Didrnr Hotary C lu b will he in tow11 
collecting for charity wit.Ii their Chri,,unas FLoa t , Father Christ­
mas, and seasonal music. 

Variety Show Video 
A video of this will shor!ly he arnilahle at a cost of .£:10. As tlwre 
is a limit on the supply first priority will he g i\·cn lo the ca.st . 
who should p lace a ny orders hefori> the <>nd of December. After 
that any spare copies wil l he made arnilable to anyone who wou ld 
like to be entertained o nce again by their t.a lent.ed neighbours. but 
of co11rse you can place your ordPr for 01 1c 110w . To order p lease 
contact Janice '.\[arkey (8:3"280"1. ). AlrPrn,ll iv<•ly you \\·ill be able 
to h ire a copy for .t I . 

\iay Be The -4.nswer To 
Your Headaches As Well..\s 

,'icck,Arm, Back Or Leg Pain 

S.A.M. An Australian Invention. 

ls A Non-Intrusive Eva!u.ation De\lcc, 

Which Can In Minutes Reveal 

Whether Your Spine Is Likely 

To Be The Cause Of Your Problems 

19 The Nursery, Sunon CollI1enay, Abingdon 

Spinal X-luy Faciliues On Su: 
I .'\.bu11C4;;1 fn::c t·a, ~;ng 1,_.. ________ ___,;;.._ __ _. 

Flowet Ct;:i H: 
by 

Flowers For ;ill ocQsions. 

Fresh, Dried & Silk Flowers 

Birthdays, Annivers::i1·ies, Wecldings, 
Floral T1·ibutes de. 

For mor-e details ring 

Ann Laing (01235) 835640 

A memrnlo of 1hr \."a ricly Show: 
To the far left th e Co111pucs. the 
l wo Johns Fishn· and [)r/Jos.,r. 
who. u·1th a casl of foo ma11y lo 

record here. presc11/cd such a 
wonderf 111 show. Mrrny th ank.~ lo 

all concerned1 And also the 
Barbu-shop Singers - John 
[)arnbndge. John Ldwa1·ds. 

Graham Cox and Borry 
Bridgeman. Photos by .la111cc 

:Varkey. 



Millennium Committee 

This has been a very busy and exciting year and 
many groups in the village have been involved in t he 
celebrations of Lhe 'New Millennium'. We set out. to 
try to make it a year to remember for all age groups 
and preferences and hope that it was enjoyed by a.II 
those people taking part. as well as those who so 
generously supported t he various events. 

r" distinguished by t he shallow V made by their wings 
and deeply forked tail, please let me know the ap­
proximate place and date. 

The children of the village were presented with a 
medallion each. It was designed and made by Terry 
Doughty and will serve as a personal reminder of this 
special year. Each month we held a different event 
and hopefully we catered for every age group. There 
were many memorable occasions, not least of these, 
the annual Feast, which this year was an extra special 
evenL. with a brilliant parade. 

The Millennium Commit.tee has been together for 
nearly three years, during which Lime, some members 
have come and some have gone. T would like to thank 
every single person who has made a contribution, no 
matter how large or small . to this group. The Parish 
Council has been tremendously supportive. as has 
Chris Stott, in allowing us LO use the church an­
nexe for our meetings and in being an active member 
of the committee. There have been some incredibly 
kind and generous donations to the fund , which have 
enabled us to put on several events for the whole 
community, with no charge. Our grateful thanks Lo 
these benefactors. 

The committee has been a hardworking group . and 
have shown loyalty and commitment which has made 
the job of chair remarkably straightforward. My par­
ticular than ks to Karen \fuir. who has pro\·ed to be 
an excellent secretary. and of course .Janice \Tarkey, 
who as ever seems at , he heart, of our village com­
munir.y. T here have been so many people too outside 
of this group who have given their time in steward­
ing events, putting up posters, banners, bunting etc ., 
and taking them all down again after the events. I 
have t ried hard to m11ke sure that. every one has been 
thanked for their contribution and to all of you who 
have done so much to make it such a successful year 
- thank you sincerely for your support. 

Finally. on Saturday 6th January 200 l, there will 
be a 'Celebration in Pictures' in the Village Hall. 
Hopefully, we will have a display o[ photographs, 
posters and video's of this years' events and all will 
be welcome to come along. In the evening we will be 
holding a thank you parly for everyone who in any 
shape or form has been involved in helping to make 
it such a memorable period in the life of Harwell Vil­
lage. 

John Fisher 

Harwell Environment Group 

Tn October , an audience of about thirty enjoyed Mt 
Nigel Snell's talk on Red Kites. These birds are 
re-establishing after releases in the Chi! terns and 
Midlands. They have been observed in our area at 
Sparsholt, Taynton. Radley, Burford , Otmoor and 
Blenheim . We would be interested to hear of any 
more local sight ings - if you have seen one of ~hese, J 

There is no meeting in December, but here are a 
few dates of future Thursday meetings for your new 
diary: 
.January 18th The Otter Project by .Julia Gal­
lagher of BBOWT (Bucks, Berks and Oxon Wildlife 
Trust). A report of progress in re-establishing the 
oner in this County. 
Febrnary 15th Wild Flowers by J\-lr Charles Flowers 
of Car\'er·s Hill Farm. lvlarlborough. He conducted 
the ecological audit for the UKAEA site. 
March 15th Badgers by i\fr Colin FOuntain of the 
Oxfordshire Badger Group. 
Visitors are always welcome at these meetings, which 
take place at 8pm in the British Legion Meeting 
Room. 

Barrie Turner (821248). 

Ashmolean Natur.d History Society of Oxfordshire 

Christmas Lectures for Children 

At: The University Muse um of Natural History, 
Parks Road, Oxford at 2. 00 pm 

The Life and Times of 
Planet Earth 

Thursday 21st December Ian Wilkinson 

The World Beyond the End 
of your Nose: What animals 

say with smells 
Tuesday 2nd January Tristram Wyatt 

At: University of Oxford Botanic Garden 2.00 pm 

The Rainforest Experience 
Thursday 4th January Louise Allen 

Admission: under 18s SOp, adults £I. family group £2.50 
A II proceeds 10 Natural History Charities 

Harwell Venture Scouts 
Are you aged between 16 and 19. 

Harwell Venture scouts has now 
reopened. We have a varied programme 

including many outdoor activities. 

We meet at the Harwell church hall on 
Friday evenings from 8:00 until 9:30pm. 

If you are interested please come along. 
For further information please call 

Steve Hale on 01235 831674 
Zoe Zimmerman on 01235 221146 



Royal British Legion 

Thanks to everyone who supported 
the Remembrance Service and also 
the Two Minutes Silence on the 11th 
November. There was a very good 
turnout at the War Memorial for 
both events. 

Members of the Harwell RBL 
Branch and Club who have not 
yet paid their annual subscript ions 
should be aware that a late payment 
surcharge of 50 pence is now due. 
This applies t,o both Branch (£6.50 
+ 50p) and Club (£3.00 + 50p) sub­
scriptions. 

The main December events in 
the Club will be: 
10th: Disco Dine r - £6.00 entry 
including Supper. 

17th: Annual Christmas Draw, supported with 
the music of Peter Giles. 
29th: Children's Christmas Party (Members 
children and grandchildren) - 50p admission includes 
an Entertainer 
31st: Millennium Dance, featuring the :.fillen­
nium Two and the Club Millennium Draw (First 
Prize £1000). 

Look out for the Christmas week lunchtimes pro­
gramme aimed particularly at members' children. 
The Club plans to open on Christmas Day ( J 1.30am 
to 1.30pm) and on luncht,imes from Christmas E\'e 
through to January 2nd (approx. 12 noon to 
2.30pm, but see any posters (or the web-site on 
www.rblharwell.freeserve.co.uk) nearer the time for 
precise details. 

A Very Happy Christmas and Prosperous New 
Year to all members and friends of Harwell Royal 
British Legion, Cyril Balderson 

Gardeners Club 
The first meeting of the new year will be on .January 
10th, when there will be a series of member's talks 
on Orchids, Sweet Peas. Auriculas and Giant Vegeta­
bles. Then on Fe bruary 7th Timothy Walker wil l 
talk on Colour in a Small Garden. The Gardeners 
Club meets in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm. normally 
on the first Monday of the month. Visitors always 
welcome. 

HAYE YOU TRIED OUR FREE RANGE EGGS'! 

Broo~ Fann. Millon Rood 

NEW OPENING HOURS 

Brook 
Fann 

i~,\YICII'\ 
t-----,---j 

Ult11<Jt.: 
l· -\U~l )C 

'i.l IIH,!.I 

(..111 ll ll i'> \ Y 

free Range Eggs am! Po tatoes a"::i.ilabk 

l\.lon - Thuf~ 9 iun. - I pm 
Fri 9 am. • 6 p.m 
S:ll 9 j.ln • I p 111. 

9 

Above, the Remembrance Service Parade, and be­
low, the wreaths left at the High Street M emol'ial. 
Thanks to Janice Markey for the photographs. 

Winterbrook Youth Club 

Important Changes in Winterbrook Y.C. - the man­
agement committee has decided to bring our Youth 
Club into line with youth work nationally and 1,argeL 
the 11 - 18 age range. Therefore the Junior club that 
was is now closed, and one club catering for 11 to 18 
year-olds is now open from 7 to 10pm on Monday 
evenings in the Freeman Hall. Subscriptions have 
been raised to 50 pence per week. The new club has 
already attracted several new teenagers, and we wel­
come all young people in Harwell along with their 
fri ends. \\'e must say' sorry to the younger children 
who 11011· find that they are not eligible to come along 
any more. but we will keep in touch with you until 
you are old enough to come back again, 

.Ta.nice Markey 

SURGICAL CHIROPODIST 
M .S.S.Ch. M.B.Ch.A. 

For a home visit, please contact 
Mrs. HAZEL :.IOODEY 

48 Hanney Road. STEVENTON. 
Telephone Abingdon 834093. 



Little Pippins 
Good News .. . Good News . .. Good News 

Due to the increase of children in our pre-school pro­
vision we are now , as from January 2000 , opening 
five days a week from 9.15 until 3.00 p.m. We have 
made this decision to try and accommodate all the 
children we have on our register, and so any new chil­
dren moving into the Village can have a place and 
not have to" go on our Waiting List. The children 
can also stay for a packed lunch from home. This 
starts at 12.00, you can let your child stay on a little 
longer after the morning session, or bring them ear­
lier for the aftenoon session. Vle make a charge of £1 
only for a lunch-time session. The fee for a normal 
morning or afternoon session is at present £3.00. 

We now have a few vacancies for the Monday and 
Friday afternoon sessions and if you would like your 
child to join us, please ring me on 835397 and I will 
be happy to chat to you. 

We do, however, like to keep the Wednesday after­
noon session for the rising 5 's where we encourage a 
little more challenging activi ties, and on a Thursday 
afternoon we now a have Physical Education activity 
programme that we plan carefully for the under 5's. 

Invitation 

You are very welome to come along to our annual 
Nativity Play, to be held in St. Matthew 's Church 
Hall, on Friday 10th December at 11am. I 'm told 
it's a tear-jerker, watching them all singing etc! 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a 
Merry Christmas and a very Happy Millennium from 
the Staff and chi ldren of Little Pippins, 

Yvonne Hinchliffe - Playleader 

Harwell Fun Club 
V-/e meet in the Village Hall on Tuesday mornings, 
from 9.30 to 11.30. All parents and carers of babies 
and toddlers are welcome, as well as mums-to-be. 
We provide toys and activities for the children so 
they can let off steam while the adults enjoy coffee 
and a grown-up conversation - all for £1 per family! 

Our last meeting this term is 7th December, 
when we will be donating all entrance money to the 
KSPCC, so please come along and support a very 
worthy cause. Our final event of the year is the 
Christ.mas Party on 14th December, so if anyone 
would like to book, or needs any other information 
please call me on 821254, 

Annie Hancock 

McTimoney Chirop1·actic 

Lorna Walton D.C. M.M.C.A . 

High bury, The Winnaway, Harwell OXl J OJ G 

Appointments: 01235 821858 

McTimotiey Chiropractic is a particularly gentle and 
effective whole body manipulative technique. It aims to 

correct the alignment of the bones of the spine and other 
joints of the body, to restore nerve functions, to alleviate pain 

and to promote natural health. McTimoney Chiropractors 
work in cooperation with doctors wherever possible. 

( 0 

Harwell Village Hall 

At the meeting of the Management Committee on 
26th October, Mrs Fiona Tankard was thanked for 
stepping forward to take over as booking secretary 
from the New Year. The Committee thanks Adele 
Harris for doing the job over most of this year after 
being persuaded t,o take on the Lask aL short notice. 

There was discussion of Lhe fees to charge from 
next April; it was agreed to circulate details of the 
proposed changes, and make a final decision at the 
next meeting, on Thursday 13Lh .January. 

The recent performan ce of The Frog Prince had 
been well attended, but unfortunately part of the 
ticket receipts were stolen in a robbery. lt was hoped 
the money will be eventually recouped, when the 
insurance claim is settled. There will be a family 
show on 21st December, the Oxfordshire Touring 
Theatre's Hunchback of Notre Dame, sponsored by 
the Vale WHDC - see elsewhere for details. 

Musical fun for {,, 

0 
II tJ 

the under fives MU$ IC '-1 r Mr 

B#H:!.~~l~a~e Hall ~ 
on Friday mornings 

'buzz-in· for a free trial or phone Rachel Shearer on 
O 1 235 521039 for more dela1ls 

St Matthew's Church 
Ringing for Cliristmns and Ringing in the New Millennium 

Carols by Candlelight Sunday I 9" December 
Ringing Time Service Time 
.l.00 • 3.30 pm Family Carols 4.00 pm 
S .00 - S .4 5 pm Carol Service 6. IS pm 

7.-7.30 pm 
l 1.00pm 

Christmas Eve 

Holy Communion 11 .10 pm 
Christmas Day 

10.30am Family Wof5hip l 1.00 am 
New Year's Eve 31" December 

7.00 - 8.00 pm 
I 1.30 pm - 12 .30 am 

New Year's Day l" January 2000 
12 noon 

When all the bells in the United Kingdom will be ringing. 

For further information ask any of the ringers 
or phone Doug Jordan on 8353 10 

WINNAWAY KENNELS & CATTERY 

The Bield, \ iVinnaway, Harwell. 
Tel. 0235 835207 

New, purpose-built kennels with 
thermostatically-controlled heated sleeping quarters. 
Collection and delivery service at small extra charge. 

Every need of your cat or dog catered for . 

Hours: 10am - 12 noon; 2pm - 5pm Mon. - Sat ., 
10am - 12noon Sunday. 



Harwell Village Hall 
At the recent meeting of the Hall Management Com­
mittee, The Chairman, Martin Ricketts, reported 
that the hall had benefitted from the Milton Hill 
Social Club's dispersal of equipment. A quantity 
of cutlery and crockery had been received. Also 
some chairs from Milton Hill, and some from Dray­
ton, which were surplus due to their recieving Chairs 
from Milton. The latter are 16 cloth-co\'ered stack­
ing chairs currenLly in the Freeman Hall. There is 
a slight storage problem in the Freeman Hall, and 
space will be made by disposal of old table-tennis 
tables (available to take away!). Also four folding 
tables were received to augment the main hall's su­
ply. Our thanks to George Gigg for assisting with 
transport, and to Bill Barnard for alerting us to the 
availability of the equipmem. 

The Treasurer. Tre\'Or Packer reported he had re­
ceived a request from the Scouts to use both Halls 
on a Friday night. I\ ormally the booking charge 
is higher for a Friday e\·ening, as it is usually only 
booked for parties, etc. The Committee agreed a. fee 
akin to the Monday to Thursday charge would be 
approriate, subject to occasional displacement from 
the Village Hall with due notice. 

The Chairman reported on the progress with the 
risk assessment. Notes were circulated and com­
ments invited. These would be assessed by the work­
ing group before the next meeting. 

There had been some failure of the system by 
which the Hall should be checked before and after 
parties, and it wasn ·t clear where blame lay for the 
recent damage to the doors of the toilet cubicles. Re­
pairs still have to be carried 0 11t.. 

The results of the recent electrical inspections were 
discussed. Although the Hall has its Public Perfor­
mance License, there is considerable work needing to 
be done, par tly arising through changed standards 
over the years. It was agreed to proceed with ap­
plications to the Vale \\'HDC and also the Lottery 
Charities Board. 

The Booking secretary. :.frs Fiona Tankard, re­
ferred to the Oxford i\lail Community Chest pro­
gramme, and it was agreed to apply to this source 
for the cost of a baby-changing uniL, which has been 
talked about for some t ime. 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 30th Jan­
uary at 7.30pm in the Freeman Hall. All Welcome! 

Martin Ricketts 

THE COMPLETE TREE 
& FORESTRY SERVICE 

"TREE FELLING/REMOVAL 
"LOPPING/PRUNING 
-WOODLAND THINNING 
"FULLY INSURED ll!l""~l!!l!!'PP!!!!l!!lll!!P.!!!W!!M 
"FREE ESTIMATES 

/l 

South a nd Vale Carers Centre 

A great deal is written abom Carers, how wonderful 
they are and what a great job they are doing giving 
up their own t ime. At the Carers Centre we know 
that behind this work there are oft.en Carers who 
are 1.ired, stressed and occasionally resentful of the 
situation they find themselves in. Being a Carer can 
be to the detriment of careers, family life, and health 
or leisure time. For Young Carers it can affect tbeir 
education and their future. 

We can help!!!! There are services and benefits 
available to help Carers and we can assist you in 
getting them. Or if you just want someone to talk 
lo when the going gets tough. we will do that. All of 
our sen·ices are free and confidential. 

We have workers throughout the whole of South 
Oxon and the Vale of \•Vhite Horse, who can visit you 
at your home. \,Ve also have an advoca.cy worker, if 
your request for help or benefits becomes difficult hP 
can support you through the tribunal system. 

If you are under 18 years you can speak to a young 
carers worker who will understand After school or al 
weekends call our Young Carers Messagcline 01235 
512198 and leave your na.me. telephone number and 
a time when we can call yo11. E-mail address: young­
carersr§.SVCC. f snel .co. u k 

lf you waut. further information, call us, 01235 
510212 9am to 4pm l\fon<la.y tc, Friday. Out. of hours 
answer phone, E-mail carers9'swc.fa11et.co.uk 

OXFORDSHIRE 
City & County 

Rcg,stcrcd Charil)' No 268017 

VOU!NTARY WORK TKAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE 

Our Information & Ad,·i<e Service is looking for volunteers -: 

To help staff the Telephone Helpline at our office in Odord 

And 

To \'i.sic people in their O'f\D homes to help with 
form fillin~ and benefin cbttks 

No parci<:ular qualifications required. Peoptc of all ages wekome. 

We offer trainin~, plcnl)' of support and expenses. 

For moro details telephone: Sandra or Jenny on 01865 247852 

Thr FJtttrical 

"'•''°"•'"""°"-r110 .. cc: .... < .. '-> 
( i..c:11 -4;.• tl,.11,l-'IO"(.i.JIUK I~ 

Conlrac-1ors A,s.soci:ation 

• 
•ICEIC 
..-,.c ~ 

FROUD BROTHERS 
PARTNERS: K.R. & R.E. FROU0 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 
COMPLETE LIGHTING • HEATING & POWER 

INSTALLATIONS 

CONTRACTORS TO: COUNTY & LOCAL COUNCILS 
HIGH STREET, HARWELL. OXON ox,1 OE:<: 

Telephone 01235 835244 
Mobile 0802 583068 



HARWELL VILLAGE 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 

WATCH 

There have been several reports of Opportunist thefts 
from unlocked Garages and Garden Sheds in the 
village during the daytime in the past month. Do be 
sure to lock your house, garages and garden sheds at 
all times. 
lf you do sec anyone, either on foot, or in a 

vehicle, acting SUSPICIOUSLY PLEASE DO 
REPORT IT IMMEDIATELY to the Wantage 
Control Room (Phone O I 23 5 776000). Relevant 
messages will be sent by Ringmaster to Village 
Co-ordinators. 
Alternatively you can contact CRIMESTOPPERS 
on 0800 555 111, who guarantee ANONYMITY 
for the CALLER. 
Do look out for useful reminders as to how you can 
help to reduce crime, displayed on posters in the 
Parish Council Notice Board by the bus stop in the 
High Street. 

Harwell Garde n ers Cluh 

The progra.n1mc for the \ cw Year begins on '.\lon­
day .January 8th and that mc>eting will include a talk 
by \!rs '.\lay Parker on lf'ild/1fc 011 Yo11r Doorstep. 
The compelilion will be a photograph Winier 111 the 
Garden. On 5th February There ii; a visit to Han­
ney Gardening Club and a Lalk on Hcoli11g Poica of 
Plants hy Timoth WalkE>r. 

The next date to put in your diary is 5th \larch 
when Gail Bromley from Kc>w Gardens will talk on 
that ,mbject. .l\'leetings. apart from February. are in 
the \'illage Hall at 7.30 pm. Yisitors a lways welcome. 

I .2.-

R ecycling Collections. Waste etc. 

We have received the following advice from the 
Vale \'\1HDC: The following malerials can be recycled 
through lhe weekly green-box collections: 

• newspapers and ma.gazines 

• other paper items, including limited amounts 
of junk mail, catalogues, brochu res and phone 
directories, but not Yellow Pages or envelopes 
with clear plastic windows etc . 

• Glass bottles and jars 

• drinks cans and foo<l cans ( rinsed please) 

• plastic bottles and milk containers, but no other 
plastic materials 

• lextiles if kepl dry and placed in bags, but not 
in rE>fuse sacks 

• aluminium foi l if reasonably clean. 

l\ ew and replacement greE>n boxes can he or­
dered from the Council 's \Yaste \l anagement Team 
( 520202). C se<l engine oil. car bat.teries, garden 
waste and cardbo,i.rd can lw taken lo the Recycling 
and \Yaste Depot at Drayton. Fridges and Freezers 
can be also be taken there. or can be removed free of 
charge by Biffa - call (,hem on 8 1;3444. 

An<l from the County Council - news of their 
'New easy-to-use charging scheme for large-scale DIY 
waste·. Cp Lo 3 items of ' la rge-scale waste' will still 
be accepted free but there is a charge of .t 1 per item 
beyond that. The list of such items includes ki tchen 
cabinets. worktops, sinks. washbasins, baths , doors. 
car lyres. one sack of soil or rubble, etc. 

They ad<l that: 'The law defines Dl Y waste as 
industrial waste and n ot household waste. Conse­
quently the County Council has no obligation lo ac­
cept DIY ,,·aste free of cl1arge. The new service does 
not apply to trade or business waste. Where home 
improvements are done by a contractor. this is trade 
was te. The cost of disposal should be in cluded in the 
price of the job.· 

Ringing in the New 
Millennium 

The Harwell Ringers celebrated in 
style at the beginni ng of the Year 
with a · champagne reception after 
ringing from the second to the third 
Millennium. The bells were rung 
by Debbie Davies (treble), Pat Con­
nolly (2) , Elizabeth Gi ll (3), Mike 
Pepper(4), C live House(5) , Gary 
White(6), Paul Hariley(7), Anita 
Pepper(tenor), all conducted by 
Doug J ordan , far left . No doubt the 
team will reassemble to ring in 2001. 
in case you think this year is really 
the last of the ~'vlillennium ! 
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What about hobbil's a11rl interests? I used to p lay a lot of foot­
ball and represented the county. J also played cricket for East 
Hendred. These sports have now given way Lo golf and bowls. 
I am interested in bird watching and have helped with national 
surveys of bird population. My grandfather was a farmer and 
he taught rnc to admire and enjoy the countryside. When my 
father ret.11rned from his six years in the army he took over the 
\\'heatsheaf pub in East Hcndred. l used to help out there. 

}'011 110w hvc 011 a farm. Do yon rlo any fa1·mi11g 9 l\o. ft is 
really only a small holding. we keep horses . my wife and daught<'r 
both ride. vVe breed geese and peacocks but we /He 1n 110 way 
commercial . 

Yo11 m.c11tio11 your dauglttcr, how big a Jam,ly do you han:? 
Our son .1 ulian is the transport nrnnager for a large business in 
Peterboro11gli. Our daughter Deanna is a senior thcaln' sister 
in the eye dPp;irtnwnt in the Radcliffe Infirmary in 1 he 111iddle 
of Oxford. She has r<>,ent l,Y married and inherited two ]o\·dy 
daughters from her doctor husband ·s first marriage. 

/\'ow we com e lo yo11r- public scrv1re. can you give a !isl of 
your activities in the nllagc? 1 joined the Parish Counci l in 19,9. 
I have been Chairman for 9 years and \'ice Chairman for the 
rest of my time. Like the r<'s1, of the council \\"e are not. tied to 
poliLical parties. We work hard to give best value to Lhe ratcpay<' rs 
and have not increased our charges for se\·eral years. There does 
seem to be more interest in the parish and \·illage. Our annual 
parish meeting is being lwtt.er attended. the Keep II anvell Rural 
campaign has at Lracted a lot of support and J ohn Fisher a11d his 
\fillenitim Com mitt<><> have brought a lot of life lo tlw village 1 his 
last year. l ha\·c also lwc'n active on the \ ' ill1ige TTall committee. 
the British Legion Branch and the British Legion Club. l 11·as 
treasurer of each o f I lw,-;p fo r over 15 years. 

Thank you ve1·y murh Bria11 for· this inlc1'Csti11g chat. As a 
parish cou.ncillor myself I know llwl you are 011 enclleni chair­
man. 1 was impressed by your display of courage u;hen yo11 asked 
Councillor Mr.s Mulford lo slop chattering. Senou.sly 1 think your 
Jund of good romm on srnst .steers the Cou11cd very wisely and 
successf11/ly. Your other conlribullons to rillage lzfe are also mu ch 
appreciated. 

Clive Sih·er 

Harwell School 
Tlw Stylt>s 

ll,lrl\'l'll 
012:35 8:J,j:l:3, 

Email: oflice-\!:harwell.oxon.sch 

• Ha.ve you put your ch ild'~ name down fo 

• You might need t.o do it soo1wr 1h1in yo11 

• If your little Oil(' wa,-; born lwtwcr')l bt. s( 

11st Aug11:-t 1997 you nc,,J to c-tart rn;iki 

• Please contact us at school tn come and 
we'd be delighted lo seP you. 

Didcot on Saturday 
Enkrtainment and Farlwr Cliri:-t ma:- in t hP r, 
and join in the fun - aud shop locally. 

Saturday 9th D ccemhcr still-walking pol ic 
everyone. Fathe r Christmas in his grotto al C 
2 - 4pm. 

Satnnlay 16th December Jazz duo plays 
Clll"istmas 1unes on the tuba and tru111pPt. (";. 
his grnt.to at Clothes for ('hi/dun "L - 1pm. 

Saturday 23rd D eccmh('"r Didcor Hotary Cl 
collecting for charity with 1.lwir Chri=,t1111i:; FL<. 
mas, an<l seasonal music 

Variety Show Vide, 
A video of this 1\·ill shortly lw ;wailablL' ut a cos 
is a. limit on tlw supply fir:=-t priorily will he 
who should place any order,; hPfon, rhe end of 
that any spare copies wil l he made ;i\·ailable to ; 
like to be entertained on,<' ;1gain by their 1ale11I.< 
of course you can place yo11 r ord,•r for one> no1\ 
cont.act .Tan icP .\[arkey (A:'l:280:!) . ..\lt<>rnati1·dJ 
t.o hir(';,, copy for £1. 


