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P arish Council 

Our Chairman for most of the last decade, Brian 
Mulford, announced his resignation just before 
Christmas. His experience will be missed; he has 
worked hard on the Parish's behalf over the years, 
and was particularly involved in the Keep Harwell 
Rural campaign. 

The January meeting was chaired by Mr Graham 
White, the previous dep uty, who agreed to act as 
Chairman until the annual election in May. The 
main task was setting the budget and precept for the 
coming year. Because of changes in staff, the need for 
a part-time groundsman, conditions of employment 
of the Clerk, expenditure in the coming year is likely 
to rise by approximately 7%, and it was agreed that 
the budget for the coming year be set at £39.0k. Al­
lowing for other income of £9 .0k, and a reduction of 
reserves by £2.0k , a precept of £28.0k was proposed 
by Mr Alan Walker , seconded by Mr Brian Mulford, 
and passed unanimously. This increase, of 4.7%, is 
the first to be made to the precept for several years. 

lt was reported that the County and District 
Councils are commissioning a local t ransport study 
related to the development of Didcoi. The Council 
agreed to submit a comment supporting the study 
and indicating its belief that the growth in traffic 
!.hrough Harwell need to he minimised. 

Due to the retirement of our groundsman, Mr Don 
Pike, in March, the Council has appointed Mr M. 
Woods to the posL. Mr Pike will continue in a part­
t ime capacity. 

Under matters rela!,ed to Council-owned lands, it 
was reported that the British Legion is making an 
insurance claim for the damage caused by the Aunt 
Sally hut. It is hoped to effect repairs as soon as 
possible, to avoid furt.her damage. 

Mr Jim Mulford reported LhaL he was having great 
difficulty finding a contract.or to carry out much­
needed repairs in the Pavilion, but he would keep 
trying. 

Par ish Coun cil Meetings are normally held on the 
2nd Monday of the month in the Recreation Ground 
Pavilion, at 7.30pm. The next meetings will be on 
February 12th and Ma rch 12th. Items for the agenda 
should be with the Clerk, Debbie Roberts a week 
before the meeting - contact, her on 820006 ( office, 
answerphone) or 832727 (home) . The deadline for 
the next newsletter is 25t.h March with distribution 
about a week later. It.ems should be sent to Mar­
tin Ricketts at 16, The Park (preferably on floppy 
disk , or email m.ricketts@rl.ac.uk), or to Clive Sil­
ver, Clonnara, The Broadway. 

Over the Christmas period a ladder and two wheel­
barrows appeared in the recreat ion ground. If you 
have lost one of these, or know to whom they might 
belong please contact the Clerk. 

A reminder of the Mobile Library, that is at 
the Village Hall car park on alternate Wednesdays 
between 2.40 and 3.10pm. For February and March 
the dates are 14th and 28th. 

Cow Lane seems to be latest place for fly-tipping, 
along with the track east of the A34; if you see any­
one dumping rubbish around the Parish it. would be 
appreciated if you could note the vehicle number and 
pass details on Lo the Clerk. 

You will find details if the revised bus t imetables 
elsewhere in the newsletter. 

Concessionary Fares 

Grey B us Tokens - U se them or lose them! 

Following the Transport Bill 2000 the concessionary 
fares Scheme will be extended to offer a choice of 
either a half-fare bus pass or National Transport to­
kens to all eligible people in the Vale of \Vhite Horse 
D.C. area. The Half-fare bus pass will be valid for 
use on bus journeys within the Vale area and to cles­
ignated towns outside the area. The bus pass may 
also be used to purchase a further fare from Oxford 
City centre to the Oxford hospitals. The main re­
striction is that the pass cannot be used before 9am 
on weekday mornings ( or to be more precise not be­
tween 4am and 9am). Existing grey tokens will not 
be valid after 31st. March, and cannot be exchanged 
either for cash or for !,he new tokens. 

Harwell Women's Institute 

Our next meetings are: 
February 14th: 'Entertaining Ourselves'. 
March 14th : A.G.M. and Fish & Chip supper. 
We meet on the second Wednesday of the month at 
7.30pm in the Village Hall. Visitors and new mem-
bers welcome. Gwen Froud . 

Thank you to everyone who attended t he New 
Years's Eve Party in the Village Hall. A cheque 
for £245 has been sent to the Cancer Institute Re­
search Fund at t he Churchill Hospit.al. Your contin­
uing support is appreciated. 

Gwen Froud & Ursula Moore 

Harwell Royal British Legion 

The R.B.L. at. Harwell has a very busy programme 
of events over the next two months. Alongside the 
regular club events there are several functions that 
may interest the community. We are still encour­
aging people to join this popular and friendly club. 
You do not have to be an ex-service person to be­
come a member. For more details why not call in on 
the Club or join us one evening when an open event 
is running. 

One of these will be the variety show on Friday & 
Saturday 16th, 17th February. Tickets will be £3 for 
what promises to be a fun-packed evening. >> 



Here is an early reminder too of Mothering Sunday 
Lunchtime Special on Sunday March 25th. Finally 
an early notice of a special event in April on the 
afternoon of the 14th there wi II be a children's trea­
sure hunt for Easter Eggs and a small disco in the 
early evening, followed by a Glenn Miller 40s night. 
for adults. Watch this space for further details. 

February Events: 
Saturday 10th 
Friday 16th 
Saturday 17th 
Saturday 24th 

March Events: 
Friday 2nd 
Saturday 3rd 
Friday 9th 
Saturday 17th 
Saturday 24th 

Sunday 25th 

Valentines Dance - Metaxia 
Variety Show 

Bobs Game Show 

Quiz Night 
Club Dance Ian Collins 
Big Bingo 
Bobs Game Show 
Club Dance -
Starlight Road Show Disco 
\fothering Sunday Lunch. 

Scout Post 2000 
Many thanks to everyone who used the Scout Post 
this last Christmas. The number of cards collected 
and delivered increased considerably over previous 
years, providing a useful boost of about £260 to 
Scout funds. 

However ... I think a reminder of how the sys­
tem works is appropriate, due to the late posting of 
about 50 cards for Didcot. On the first two Thurs­
day evenings in December, representatives of all the 
Scout groups in Didcot district meet up in a hall for 
a major post swapping and sorting exercise. (J took 
down some 700 cards this time and brought back 
about 400 for delivery in Harwell). Didcot withdraw 
all their boxes from the various shops on the second 
Thursday, but some of the villages prefer to keep 
their boxes out for a few days longer. This means 
though , that if any items for Didcot are posted after 
the second Thursday. there is no way of passing them 
on to be delivered. 

Unfortunately, some people either did not see or 
chose to ignore the clearly displayed notices on the 
Harwell boxes, indicating that we could not take any 
more post, for Didcot or other villages after the 14 
th. Alt hough, most of Lhe rogue cards were deliv­
ered eventually, it would be appreciated if every­
one could make sure that they "POST EARLY FOR 
DIDCOT" in fu t ure. thank-you , 

Jane A. Cumming- Scout Post Organiser 

IIOME HELPERS CARE AGENCY 
SPF..CIALISTS IN PROVIDING 

FU! L CARr & fJOMES t IC SERVICES 
COVEHlN(; srnn 11 & VAI.E OXfoOROSIIIHE 

EMJ'LOVlmS OF FULL & l'AltT TIME 
STAFF 

TRAINING WILL BE PROVIDED 
TICI.,: TIIR TRAM ON; 0f235-550202 

ESTAULISIIED SINCE 1993 

Planning Matte rs 
Notice of Permission: 
HAR/16642 Two storey extension, 22 Orchard Way 
HAR/16482/ 1 One storey extension at 19 The Croft. 

. HAR/5473/7 Conversion of existing garage for use 
ancillary to existing dwelling. 
HAR/9155/ 2 Single-storey extension at Oak Cot­
tage, The Winna.way. 
HAR/16686-LB Alterations to Whit,e Cottage, High 
St. subject to rest.rictions. 
HAR/ 16700 Re-opening access from A4185 to South 
Drive. 
Notice of Refusal: 
HAR/16599-X Erection of a 4-bedroom detached 
house, demolition of garages & wooden sheds at Kel­
brooke, Townsend. HAR/16689 Single-storey exten­
sion at 28 North Drive. 
Result of Appeal: 
HAR/16248 Replacement of 22.5m mast by 20m 
mast a.t Kingswell Hotel 
New Applications: 
HAR/7752/2 single-storey extension at Cberrycroft 
House, Barrow Road 
HAR/10742/3-D Erection of detached house and 
garage on land nonb of Mulberry House, Townsend. 
HAR/11643/4-LB Installation of solar water heating 
collectors The Homestead, High St. 

Harwell Gardeners Club 

On 5th March when Gail Bromley from Kew Gar­
dens will talk about Kew. And on 2nd April Ke-.in 
Hughes will 1.alk about a. garden in the New Forest 
- Spinners through the Seasons. Meetings are in t,he 
Village Hall at 7.30 pm. Visitors always welcome. 

Winterbrook Youth Club 
Monday evenings, 7 - 10pm 

Freeman Ha.II , Harwell 
For all young people aged 11 - 18 years 

SURGICAL CHIROPODIST 
M.S.S.Ch. M.B.Ch.A. 
For a home visit please contact 

Mrs HAZEL MOODEY 

48 Hanney Road, STEVEKTOK. 
Telephone Abingdon 834093. 

HEDGES 
S<)LICITORS 

MARKET PLACE 
DIDCOT 

TEL: 
01235 811 888 

FAX: 
01235 816322 

* Moving House * 

* Wills and Probate * 

* Company & Commercial * 

* Powers of Attorney * 

* Family Matters * 

* Accident Claims * 

For ALL your legal needs call us now 

We have the latest technology to assist you in a fast, 
efficient~ yet friendly manner 



We meet in the Village Hall on Tues­
day mornings bet,ween 9.30 and 11.30. 
All parents and carers of babies and 
toddlers, as well as mums-to-be, are 
welcome. Each week we provide a vari­
ety of toys and puzzles, an activity ta­
ble, juice and biscuits for the children 
and tea and coffee for the adults all for 
only£} per family (first visit free). 

We held a \·ery well attended chil­
dren's Christmas party. The hectic 
schedu le included paper hat making, 
festive song singing, a show from Mr 
Ace the magician, a bring-and-share 
lunch, mulled wine and mince pies for 
the grown-ups and, of course, a present 
for each child from Father Christ,mas. 
A few of us also managed to fit in a de­
licious (adult-only1) Christmas meal a.t 
The Hare pub near East Hendred. 

The grown-ups are still recovering 
from these festivities so, while we have 
a whole !isl of events planned between 
now and the summer, there are none 
specifically set for February and March 
just yet. So look out. for announcements 
during Fun Club sessions themselves. 

Around half term (mid Feb) t ime, 
though, we will be turning our attention 
to replacing some of our worn out toys 
and buying some additional toys which 
our members have told us they would 
like to see. Thank you to those Fun 
Club members who kindly had post­
Christmas clearouts and donated their 
unwanted toys - this means we now 
have slightly fewer new items we will 
need to buy wi th our limited Fun Club 
funds. 

Forthcoming evenLs: 27 Feb and 27 
Mar -The Health Visitor , Pam ~orton. 
is offering consultations and weighings­
in at Fun Club on the last Tuesday of 
each month. These take place in private 
in a side room. Book your slot on the 
day. There is no need to attend Fun 
Club or pay the £1 Fun Club entry fee if 
you only want lo see the Heal th Visitor. 

To join Fun Club, or for further in­
formation, or to join the Committee 
(more volunteers always welcome) con­
tact Jane \Voolley on 22 J 030. 
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Harwell Environment Group 

After l\.fr Nigel Snell's talk about Red Kites I asked readers if 
they would kindly report any sightings, past or present, of Red 
Kites in the Parish. \\'ell , we had one gentleman who reported 
having seen two near t,he A34 bridge recently. The Oxford Or­
nit hologicaJ Society recorder thought this was quite possible. We 
also received a report of a nightingale singing in a village garden 
on 9th December at 11pm and again at 4pm on 10th. Of this the 
OOS recorder said "we get this every autumn the singing is that 
of robins near an artificial light, and possibly a song thrush as 
well. ln fact there is not a nigh!.ingale in the whole of northern 
Europe at this time". \'\'e do hope that this will not deter others 
from making reports - please keep them rolling in. 

At t he l\ovember meeting, Dr Michael Keith-Luca5 from Read­
ing University gave a wide-ranging and well illustrated account of 
the alpine plants which he had encountered during his world t rav­
els. His account if the ecology of these plants was quite fascinating. 
At our most recent event Julia Gallagher gave a very informative 
Lalk abouL otters and their re- establishment in Oxfordshire. This 
talk was particularly well attended. 

Looking t.o Lhe future. we have two bookings of visiting speak­
ers for this season. On 15th Febru ary Charles Flowers, a farmer 
from Marlborough comes to tell us what is being done to get wild 
flowers, once common but now ca.re, back onto farm land. Actually 
Mr Flowers is more than a farmer - he conducted the ecological 
audi t of the t:KAEA sile where he found about 200 different plant 
species, 2 dozen butterflies and moths, and may different species 
of invertebrates. Then on March 15th Colin Fountain who is 
a member of the Oxford badger Group, will give an ill~strated 
talk about Badgers. Ti e will probably make ir. clear that badgers 
are uot lhe only mammals to carry tuberculosis. lt should be an 
int,eresting talk, and you are welcome to join us at both of these, 
in the British Legion meeting room at, 8pm. 

Barrie Turner 

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES 

Stephen R. Matthuws 

133 Kynasmn riocG 
01dcot 
Oxfordshire OX'11 BHS 

Telephone: 01235 813598 

All aspects of work undertaken, including 
Garden clearance and restoration 
Fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning. 
Hedgecuttmg, rocker1es, turfing, trellis 
and pergolas 

DIRTY CARPETS? 
UPHOLSTERY? CURTAINS? 

~ I CAll ~~ 
,...._~~-~ ~l\fEBUSTERS 

• QUAUTY WORK COMPETITIVE PRICES • DOMESTIC a. COMMIRCli.l 
• CARPH/ UPHOdT!RY STAIN PROTECTION• ORIENTAL RUGS 
• PRE/POST OCCUPANCY CLEANING N~a 'fl ... ·-· 
'FLOOD , f lRE CLEAN UP/ DRYING 
• INSURANCE WORK UNOUTAKEN ~~- .,.,..,. 

FOl FRIE ESTIM.AnS/AOVICE RINC GR,..a~us,us ON: :> 1---~ 

OXFORD (018651726983 A.Blt-(;DON {01235] 555533 WITN£Y (019931868924 
1D HURST STAEET. OXFORD 



Parish P ersonali ty 

The February personalit.y is one of Harwell 's best known cit izens. 
A great grandfather , who has rung the church bells since 1935 and 
was churchwarden for 25 years - D o u g Jo rdan. Doug is not too 
tall, balding (but you deserve to be if you are nearly 80) with a 
very cheerful , pleasant, friendly face . 

1 • Compared with my other person­
. alities, where Colin Lamont was 
a Londoner, Chris Stott ca.me 
from Ea.st Africa. and Brian Mul­
ford from Ea.st Hendred, you are 
a. true Harwell man. Yes, al­
though l was born in Minster 
Lovell, Lhat was only a tempo­
rary move of my parents from 
Harwell which was very much 
their village. They returned here 
before 1 \vas one year old. My 
Grandmother used to tell me 
about the great fi re in Harwell in 
1853. She had been 4 years old 
at the time but she remembered 
it well. Nobody had died or was 

hurt and all the livestock, even the chickens, survived. The Prime 
Minister of the day, t.he Earl of Aberdeen, gave a Government 
Grant of £1000 to compensate the \·illagers who had lost their 
property. 

In my childhood in the 20s and 30s the village was very differ­
ent from how it is now. The school was the old school in School 
Lane. Our water came from a. well in Wellshead . Electricity ar­
rived at the end of the 1920s. There were 5 grocery shops, one 
of which sold clothing and shoes as well. 3 bakers and 3 butchers. 
\,Ve walked to the farm. with a. can to collect milk. There was a 
blacksmith in the village but no bank or barber. vVhen we were 
small my father cut our hair. Later we cycled in to Didcot for a 
haircut that cost 4 old pennies. At the age of "i l became a boy 
chorister. when my \·oice broke in 19:36 I joined the bell ringers and 
have been doing bellringing ever since. 

When did you lcat•c school a.nd what did you do? My fat,her 
was a builder and building maintenance man. VVhen I left school 
at 14 I joined him. He taught me most of my skills , I part icularly 
enjoyed carpent ry. I also went to evening classes in Didcot. My 
fat her and I worked well together. Then the war came along; T 
knew r was going to be called up but joined the Local Defence 
Volunteers who were the predecessors of the Home Guard immor­
talised in Dad •s Army. I was very much a private P yke character 
in the LDV. J remember being on duty at the Rowstock crossroads 
when the blitz of Coventry took place. The sky seemed to be full 
of aircraft all night . 

Presumably you 1cere called up, what was the war like for you? 
I was called up in 1941; we were posted to Suffolk to guard a 
strekh of coastline against a German attack. There were a number 
of high level alerts but never an actual attack. We then began 
training as a specialist anti-aircraft unit using light anti aircraft 
guns. \•Ve were moved around a fair amount. I spent time in 
Scotland and \•Vales. then moved to Bournemouth and then back 
lo Yarmouth. We were then told that we were t,o be a specialist 
mobile unit to support the infantry in the invasion of Europe. I 
had a short leave in March 1944 and married Enid in Steventon. 
The first night of our honeymoon, at Dorking in Surrey, was spent 
sheltering under the dining room table during an air raid. 

\<\1ben I rejoined my unit we went down to the New Forest, 
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we were virtually imprisoned and were not allowed 
waited for the invasion at the beginning of June. No 
there will ever forget it. The sea was rough, there W< 

4000 ships and a continuous stream of aircraft go: 
The navy battleships were firing shells over us int, 
noise was incredible. Eventually, at 5am. we groUJ 
out into the very cold sea where fi ve of us pulled ou 
The whole landing had been very well planned we a 
we had to do . 

I was transferred to the Somerset Light Tnfantr. 
vanced through France in to Belgium and on to the 
We were too late in arriving at Arnhem to save the 
We went on in to Germany, the last real resistance·, 
men . Soon after that it was then VE day in Aprij 
warned to be ready to go to the Far East but the 
ended that war and fortunately, we never had to go 
short leave in .J anuary 45 and our daughter was bo 
tober. T was now the sergeant in charge of the orde1 
could not wa.it to get out . Troops were being dem 
January 46, I was released in May of that year . 

How did things go when you got home? I return 
carried on as before wi th our building and ma.intena 
my strong attachment to the church. The village • 
the shops closed, the co-operative came and was d 
the trade. We moved into Gable Cottage about l! 
another daughter. At work we added the extension 
and extended the old church hall as well as doing l, 
work on houses a.nd farm buildings. 

l persisted witl1 the bellringing and became th 
love bellringing; we have a fine team, including lad 
never allowed pre-war. Today we couldn ·t do witl 
was the churchwarden for 25 years from 1960. I still 
maintenance of the church, organise the candles for 
carol services at Christmas. For the millennium ti 
paid for the church tower to be floodli t. Also, on re 
the army I became a founder member of the Brit ish 
We first met in !\fr Bint 's store in King's Lane. I ha.vi 
interested in gardening and ran an allotment for a ], 

What about your family? We had two daughter 
grandchildren a.ncl now 4 great grandchildren. I enjoy 
in fact I like all small children and have been Sant 
number of places at most Christmases. 1 am now h, 
down bookings for this. 

J know yoit are still doing work for the village 
age. How do yoit f eel about this? I love Harwell I ha1 

happy life in this village and want the villagers to 
the village. I feel it is important that the benches a1 

Tha.11 k you, Doug, I think yoit can be proud of the 
played in the village for as long a.s you have done. 
our discussion very interesting a.nd trust our r·eaders 

WIN NAWAY KENNELS & CATTER 

The Bield, \Vinnaway, Harwell. 
Tel. 01235 835207 

Purpose-built kennels with 
thermostatically-cont rolled heated sleeping qua 
Collection and delivery service at small ext ra cl 

Ever y need of your cat o r dog catered f 

Hours: 10am - 12 noon; 2pm - 5pm Mon. - S. 
10am - 12noon Sunday. 
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Little Pippins Preschool 
As promised in my last column, I now have our Ofsled re­
port and copies are available for parents of any prospective 
under-5 's to read - Just ring me and I will let you have a 
copy. About it. our Chairman. Karen Muir , writes: 
Little Pippins has just received yet another outstanding re­
port from the office for Standards in Education (Ofsted). 
The inspection Lakes place e\·ery two to four years and ils 
purpose is lo assure government. parents and t,he public 
that funded pre-school education is of an acceptable qual­
ity. 

Extracts from t.he report support the fact that. Lit­
tle Pippins can offer what most parents would be looking 
for in their child's pre-school education. ··All aspects of 
knowledge and understanding of the world are very good 
... Excellent use is made of the out.door areas for both imag­
inative and physical play and to teach Lhe children a.bout 
the natural world'' 

"The pre-school provides a wide range of excit.ing learn­
ing opportunit.ies ... Lhe teaching is very good. The staff 
are highly motivated, planning stimu lating acti\·ities which 
challenge the children and instill in them an enthusiasm for 
learning ... there is a good part.nership with parents who 
have many. varied opportunities t.o be involved with their 
children's learning." 

"The whole programme for communication , language 
and literacy is very good with many children achieving well 
beyond the early learning goals in some areas ... the class­
room is well organised to m~ximise lea.ming opportunities". 

"Physical development is ,·ery good. A well planned 
programme ensures that, all areas of development are well 
covered". 

The pre-school is run by a committee of parents who are 
extremely pleased that the good relationship maintained 
between themselves and the staff helps create a stable work­
ing environment and contributes towards the success of this 
pre-school. 

vVe currently have a few vacancies for some afternoon 
sessions - if you would like your child to come and play 
and have fun with us all , please ring me on 821741 (Little 
Pippins) or at home on 835397 and I 'II be happy to tell you 
all about us. 

on Fnday mornings 

'buzz-in· for a free trial or phone Rachel Shearer on 
01235 521039 for more details 

~ 
Flowet Ct,ltt: 

by 
Ann uing 

Flowets For ;ill ocQsions. 

Ft-t::sh, Dtied & Silk Flowers 

B11-thc:lays, Anniversaries, Wecldings, 
Floral Ttibutes de. 

Fm more qd;:iils i-ing 
Ann L,ing (01235) 835640 

The Millennium year ends - Karen Muir 
assisting in setting up the exhibition "The 

Yvonne Hinchliffe - Playleader Year 2000 in pictures" 

Date for your diary: Harwell Feast 2001 Bank Holiday Monday i\lay 28th 
Any enquiries to Janice Markey - 832802. FurLher details in the next Harwell News 



HARWELL VILLAGE 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 

WATCH 

STILL MORE CRIME IN HARWELL 
There have been several reports of thefts and 
attempted thefts from Houses, Garages and Garden 
Sheds in the village during the past two months. Do 
be sure to lock your house, garages and garden sheds 
when unattended and your rear gates at night. 

BOGUS CALLERS ARE STILL IN THE AREA 
Beware of being distracted when answering the front 
door to strangers. Others may be trying to gain access 
through another un locked door. If possible lock your 
rear door first. 

If you do sec anyone, either on foot, or in a 
vehicle, acting SUSPICIOUSLY PLEASE DO 
REPORT IT IMMEDIATELY to the Wantage 
Control Room (Phone 01235 776000). Relevant 
messages will be sent by Ringmaster to Village 
Co-ordinators. 
Alternatively you can contact CRIMESTOPPERS 
on 0800 555 111, who guarantee ANONYMITY 
for the CALLER. 
Do look out for useful reminders as to how you can 
help to reduce crime, displayed on posters in the 
Parish Council Notice Board by the bus stop in the 
H.igh Street. 

M cTimoney Chirop ractic 

Lorna W alton M.C. A.M .C .A. 

Highbury, The \\"innaway, Harwell OXll 0J G 
Appointments: 01235 821858 

l\!cTimoney Chiropractic is a particularly gentle and effec­

tive whole body manjpuJative techruque. It aims lo con-ect 

the alignment of the bones of the spine and other joints of 

the body, to restore nerve functions, to alleviate pain and to 

promote natural health. McTimoney Chiropractors work in 

cooperation with doctors wherever possible. 

Home & motor insurance 
arranged through the Ul<'s 

leading insurance companies. 
For professional advice on all types of personal & commercial 
insurance, Flint & Co offer you the best value for your money . 

Flint & Co 
ltW SU RAN (E SERVl((S • Nf u Mutual 

Flint & Co. 18 Stert Street. Abingdon. Oxon . OX14 3JP 

Tel. 01235 553039 
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Your chance to win a space o d yssey in 2001 

Budding scientists and writers can win a chance to 
visit some of the UK's leading space science research 
facilit ies, as well as a host of other high-tech prizes, 
in the annual Oxfordshire Science-writing Competi­
tion organised by the University of Oxford and The 
Oxford Times. 

In the year made famous by Stanley Kubrick's 
fi lm, the competition entitled ·2001 -A Space 
Odyssey' asks entrants to write about space science 
and technology in the 21st century - from the dis­
covery of black holes, to the possibility of one-day 
walking on Mars. 

Wendy Fuggles, Promotions Officer for the Uni­
versity of Oxford, said: " Perhaps you have views on 
whether lunar holidays are a good idea, or if antimat­
ter could fuel a st,arship. The aim of this competition 
is to stimulate people of all ages and from all walks 
of life to think about science- even if they are not 
studying it." 

More details and entry forms are available in The 
O:ll..-ford Times, on the web at www.ox.ac.uk /publi­
crelations /set or from the Public Relations Office 
on 01865 280533. The closing date for entries is 
16 February. This year's prize winners will be an­
nounced at the following: 

And, without promising t h e answer to Life, 
th e U niver se and ever y thin g ... 

There will be a lecture on 'Is the Universe infi nite?' 
as part of Science Week, at the Museum of Natu­
ral History at 1pm on Friday 23 March by P rofessor 
J oe Silk , Savilian Professor of Astronomy. Free t ick­
ets are available from the Public Relations Office on 
01865 280533. 

Bed & Breakfast 

The Old Brewery 
High Street, Harwell, 

Oxon OX11 OEQ 
Spacious and comfortable en-suite rooms 

with colour T. V. and tea/coffee 
making facilities 

Also Holiday Cottage to Let 
(Sleeps 5/7 in Harwell Village) 

For details please ring 01235 832880 

GAS BOILER SERVICE 
EMERGENCY & BREAKDOWNS 

C O RG I REGIST E RED 

GAS · O I L - SOLID F UEL 

Heat ing Sy, tcm• l osrnllcu. 
D;1throom~ :rn<l u lJ Plumb ing Requi r ement~ 

M.S.LALLY. 
Tel: 01235 848592 

Mobile : 07967 015065 



Gardening N o t es Feb-March 2001 

\Vhat a winter we·ve had, the wettest for years (since 
1872) leaving the soil absolutely saturated , and then 
a cold d ry spell, when one cou ldn ·t get on the ground 
because it was frozen. 1 wonder what it will be next? 
The global warming is obviously having effect. We 
shall have t.o garden accordi ng to the weather now 
m ore than ever. \Ve <"an plant out bulbs t hat haYe 
flowered over the Christmas period and I would sug­
gest that we put. a good handful of drainage material 
under them (coarse sand or similar) to prevent the 
bulbs from rotting as we are told to expect yet more 
rain. Tom atoes may be sown in the greenhouse now 
for an early crop . as may sweet peas. P lant shal­
lots in 3 inch pols for plant ing out. later when the 
soil is drier. Give roses their final cut back when 
lhe weather permits. fuchsias which have been in the 
greenhouse cut back by two thirds the woody stems 
once pin k buds (growth buds) appear. Broad beans 
can be sown now if yon can get on the grou nd, but. 
dont worry if you cant. they can be sown up to y an<l 
you will sti ll get. a good crop but you will be getting 
them later. 

Snowdrops & early crocuses are already in bloom 
and bulbs soon will he, clear away any weeds from 
around them whilst the ground is still soft and they 
come out. easily. 

There are some new gladioli out, this yc<1r part.ic­
ularly the dwarf ones. and there are some nice be­
gonias, lillics. dahlias and chrysanthemums for a ll of 
which it not too late lo place an order. 

Orient,al Hellebores are ea::;y to grow an<l the self­
seed very well but it is worthwhile saving tlw seed 
from the more colourful of your plant.s and grow­
ing them on to see if you cant get some really ou t­
standing plants <>it her for yourself or for friends. The 
colours r:rnge from a ,·ery pale yellow to almost black. 

Keep a sha rp lookout f'or pests and diseases; l"ve 
already seen signs of greenfly in the greenhouse. The 
earl ier you can deal with t,hem the better but. 11 nfor­
tunately most, of the predators are not ready yet and 
so you must rely on chemical means of get.ting rid of 
this pest . 

• Use long haudled tools t.o save bending. 

• Keep all tools clean and sharp. The effor t t,aken 
to do this is more than m ade up by the easier 
and safer use of the tool. 

• Fit a spring in your garden line, it will keep it 
taught even when knocked or dislodged when in 
use. 

And now for the weather: 
Rainfall Max Temp C Min Temp C 

Dec. 146mm (5.75" ) 1:3.6 (5th) -6.3 (29th) 
J an 93mm (3.7") 11.1 (2nd) -4.3 (21st) 

:-/early 240mm or 9.5 inches of rain in the las t two 
months, no wonder the ground is saturated! \,Veil I 
guess that's all for now folks - Good Gardening in 
spite of everything, 

For the garden of your dreams -
consult a professional 

MARY ANN LE MAY 
•GARDEN DESIGNS• 

Laurie. 

Blissetts West H agbourne Oxfordshire oxn or--:o 
Tel: 01235 850523 Fax: 01235 851153 

R H Fencing & Gates 
All types supplied and erected 

t. rees lopped & felled, stumps removed 

hedges t ri mmed, gardens cleared 

walls - paths - drives 

sand. ballast, shingle supplied 

for free estim ate tel 835397 

Ray Hinchliffe - Polkerris, High St. Harwell 

B us T imes I've seen several references to the fact 
that pesticides and other chemicals for 
amateurs will be severely cut in the 
near future. It isn't so much that they 
are harmful as the fact they are uneco­
nomical to produce in relatively sm all 
quantities, so if you are one of the peo­
ple who relies on chemicals, I should get 
some while you can. 

The 32 runs Oxford to Wantage and back via Abingdon , Sutton Courtenay, 
Milton Park, Didcot. T he 32A runs Oxford to Wantage and back via Abing­
don, Drayton , Steventon , Milton Park, Didcot. The 32B runs Oxford to Wan­
tage and back via Abingdon Drayton , Sutton Courtenay, Milton Park , Didcot. 

If you haven 't done it already go over 
you tools and the mower and see t hat 
they are all clean a nd sharp for the com­
ing season, and that you have supplies 
of fertilisers, potting compost, pots, ty­
ing materials, labels and anything else 
you are likely to need. 

Here are some tips: 

• Where possible pull wheelbarrows 
- it's easier 

Approx . journey times Oxford to Harwell - 50min. , Didcot to Harwell - 7min. , 
Harwell to Wantage - 25min. T he A and B variat ions are indicated by t he 
letter after time. 

T imes in Harwell (J ennings Lane) for Wantage, Mon day - Friday: 
06.28 07.01A 07.39 08 . 15A 08.37 09. 00A 09.31 then 
on the hour (32A) and 31 minutes past (32) until 15 . OOA then 
15 . 33 16. 00A 16.31 17.02A 17.37A 18 . 07A 18. 37A 18 .53 19.10A 
19 . 37B 20.32A 21.32B 22 . 32A 23.32B 00 .30B 02. 00B 03.20B 

Until 8pm t hese include a detour to the Harwell Business Centre - Fermi Av­
enue. Services after midnight are Friday night only. 

On Satu r d ays t he 32 runs hourly from 08.31 until 18 . 31 then 
19.37B 20 .32A 21 . 32B 22.32A 23.32B 00.30B 02.00B 03 . 20B 

contd. 

>> 



Chiropodist 
Jane A.Cumming, MSSCh, MBChA, 

HOME VISITING 
PRACTICE 

for the treatment of 
all minor foot 

disorders 

8 Orchard Way, 
Harwell , 

Oxon., OX11 0LQ 

Tel. 01235 835289 

Oxfordshire Touring Theatre Company 
Spring Tour 2001 

Friday 9th March 7 .30 pm 
Harwell Village Hall 

Emily Brnnte 's powerful drama 
adapted by Ly11n Robertson Hay 

The passionate and Lragic love story of Catherine Earnshaw 
and t,he brooding Heathcliff is played out against the wild 
and hostile landscape of the Yorkshire Moors. The depth 
and emotional intensity of their passion is so great that 
their actions reach out even beyond Lhe grave - their two 
families are bound together forever. 

"Wuthering Heights was hew11 in a workshop, with simple 
tools, out of homely materials ... with time and labotir, the 

crag tool.: shape; and there it stands colossal, dar/.:, 
frowning ... almost beautiful, for its colouring is of mellow 

grey, and moorland moss clothes it" 
Charlotte Bronte 

Tickets £5/3 concessions 
Available at White Horse Newsagents 

Bus Times 

The Little :\11qel TlleR1re Company 
nresenls 

In the Beginning 

·1111 \he Beginning ... What if?' is a 
p lay about beginnings for the new 
rnillP.nnium. I\ child's eye view of 
tile story of creation captivates 
and introduces the audience to 
111e strangest. most entertaining 
creation story ever told. 
Drawing on creation myths from 
around the worid, this original and 
imaginative new piece from The 
Little 1\ngel Company is a vibrant 
mix of puppetry, performance and 
music-

Hanvcll Village Hall 
Wednesday 21'1 February 10.30 am 

Tickets £5/3 concessions 
Available at White Horse Newsagents 
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Vale of \Vhite Horse 
.\Iembers • Group 

Familiar Country 
Less Familiar ·ways 

~ .. ·,.: -
·•~·--

Didcot Civic Hall 
Monday 19t1• February 

7.45pm 
- ~ ~,M -~o":i,~N;") • .,J 

' •-~~o:c:<i·• 

The Royal So_o~ iorthe LO ( AL EV£ NT 
Pro<e<:tJon 01 S.rtls 

Harwell to Wantage continued, on Sunday & Bank Holidays: 
09.32B 10.32A 11. 328 12.32A 13.328 14 .32A 16.328 16 . 32A 17.32B 
18.32A 19.328 20.32A 21.328 22.32A 23.328 

For Wantage to Oxford the times in Harwell (J ennings Lane) for buses to 
Didcot, Abingdon, Oxford: Monday - Friday 06. 15, 
06. 28A 06 .45 06. 58A 07.23A 07.53A 08.09 08.24A 08.57 09.17A 09.47 
then at 17 minutes past (32A) and 47 minutes past (32) until: 
15.17A 15.59 16.18A 16.47 17.20 17 . 48A 18 .288 18.53A 19.308 
20.22A 21.19B 22.19A 23.198 

Until 8pm these include a detour to the Harwell Business Centre - Fermi Av­
enue. Services after midnight are Friday night only. 

On Saturday the 32A runs hourly from 07. 17 to 17. 17 then 
18.21 19.30B 20 . 19A 21.19B 22.19A 23.19B 

On Sunday & Bank Holidays times are: 
09.19B 10.19A 11.19B 12.19A 13.19B 14 . 19A 15.19B 16.19A 17.19B 
18.19A 19.19B 20 . 19A 21.19B 22.19A 23.19B 

~.fay Be The P.nswer To 
Your lleadachei Ai Well Ai 

Ncck,Arm, [lack Or Leg Pain 

S.A.M. An Australian Invention. 
Is A Non-Intrusive Evaluation Device, 

Which Can In Minutes Reveal 
Whether Your Spine Is Likely 

To l3e The Cause Of Your Problems 

19 The Nursery, Suuon Courtenay, Abingdon 
Spinal ·x-R..,y Faciliucs 0 11 Sit< L Ahu11da111 fr.;c; t·:,111~a1g, 



we were virtually imprisoned and were not allowed letters as we 
waited for the invasion at the beginning of June . . o one who was 
there will ever forget it. The sea was rough , there were more than 
4000 ships and a continuous stream of aircraft going overhead. 
The navy battleships were firing shells over us into France, the 
noise was incredible. Eventually, at 5am , we grounded and got 
out into the very cold sea where five of us pulled our gun ashore. 
The whole landing had been very well planned we all knew wha.t 
we had to do. 

I was transferred to the Somerset Light Infantry and we ad­
vanced through France in to Belgium and on to the Netherlands, 
'vVe were too late in arriving at Arnhem to save the paratroopers. 
'vVe went on in to Germany, the last real resistance·was near Bre­
men. Soon after that it was then VE day in April 45. We were 
warned to be ready to go to the Far East but the atom bombs 
ended that war and fortunately, we never had to go. I had had a 
short leave in .T anuary 45 and our daughter was born in the Oc­
tober. I was now the sergeant in charge of the orderly room , but 
could not wait to get out. Troops were being demobilised from 
January 46, I was released in May of that year . 

How did things go when you got home? I returned home and 
carried on as before with our building and maintenance work and 
my strong attachment to the church. The village was changing 
the shops closed, the co-operative came and was doing most of 
the trade. V•,ie moved int.o Gable Cottage about 1950. We had 
another daughter. At work we added the extension to t he church 
and extended the old church hall as well as doing lots of private 
work on houses and farm buildings. 

I persisted "·it.h the bellringing and became the captain . I 
love bellringing; we have a fine team, including ladies who were 
never allowed pre-war. Today we couldn't do without them. I 
was the churchwarden for 25 years from 1960. l still help with the 
maintenance of the church. organise the candles for the candleli_t 
carol services a.t Christmas. For the millennium the bellringers 
paid for the church tower to be floodlit. Also, on returning from 
the army I became a founder member of the British Legion Club. 
V\le first met in Mr Bint's store in King's Lane. I have always been 
interested in gardening and ran an allotment for a long t.ime. 

What about your family? We had two daughters, we have 4 
grandchildren and now 4 great grandchildren. I enjoy the children. 
in fact I like all small children and have been Santa Claus at a 
number of places at most Christmases. I am now having to tum 
down bookings for this. 

I know you are still doing work for the village even at your 
age. How do you f eel a.bout this? I love Harwell I have had a very 
happy life in this village and want the villagers to take pride in 
the village. I feel it is important that the benches are repaired. 

Thank you, Doug, I thin k you can be proud of the role you hat•e 
played in the village for as long as you have done. I have found 
our discussion very interesti11g and trust o·ur readers have as well. 

Clive Silver 

WINNAWAY KENNELS & CATTERY 

The Bield \Vinnaway, Harwell. 
Tel. 01235 835207 

Purpose-built kennels with 
thermostatically-controlled heated sleeping quarters. 
Collection and delivery service at small extra charge. 
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• 
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• J..:. Re-upholstery and ~ • 
• 1-( repairs to all furniture. ~ • 
• ~ Soft furnishings. cf>•· 
• blinds.curtains.custuons. • 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Sewing sen.ice. 
FREE ESTrMA TES 
Collection /Dellvery 
75 Stcvcmon Road. 

Drayton . 
Tei. 01235 520817 

• 
• 
• 

• • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • 

Little Pippins Preschool 

M 
th 

As promised in my last column, I now have our Ofsted n 
port and copies are available for parents of any prospecti, 
under-5's to read - .Just ring me and I will let you have 
copy. About it. our Chairman, Karen Muir, writes: 
Little Pippins has just received yet another outstanding ri 
port from the office for Standards in Education (Ofst.ed 
The inspection takes place every two to four years and i1 
purpose is to assure government, parents and the pub! 
thaL funded pre-school education is of an acceptable qua 
ity. 

Extracts from the report support the fact that Li 
t ie Pippins can offer what most parents would be looki11 
for in their child"s pre-school education. "All aspects < 

knowledge and underst anding of the world are \'ery goo 
... Excellent use is mad e of the our door areas for both imai 
inative and physical play and to teach the children abot 
the natural worl<l" 

"The pre-school provides a wide range of exciting lean 
ing opportuniLies ... the teaching is very good. The sta 
are highly mot.i\'ated, planning stimulating acti\·ities whic 
challenge the children and instill in them an enthusiasm fc 
learning ... Lhere is a good partnership with parents wb 
ha.ve many. varied opportunities to be in\'olved with the 
children 's learning." 

"The whole programme for communication, langua1 
and literacy is \·ery good with many children achieving w~ 
beyond the early learning goals in some areas ... the clas 
room is well organised to maximise learning opportunities· 

"Physical development is very good. A well planm 
programme ensures that all areas of development are w~ 
covered'". 

The pre-school is run by a committee of parents who a1 
extremely pleased that the good relationship maintaini 
between themselves and the staff helps create a stable worl 
ing environment. and contributes towards the success of th 
pre-school. 

vVe currently have a few vacancies for some afternoc 
sessions - if you would like your child to come and ph 
and have fun with us a.II, please ring me on 821741 (Litt 
Pippins) or at home on 835397 and I'll be happy to tell ye 
all about us. 

Every need of your cat or dog catered for. 

Hours: 10am - 12 noon; 2pm - 5pm Mon. • Sat., 
10am - 12noon Sunday. 

Yvonne Hinchliffe - Playlead, 

Date for your diary: Harwell Feast 2001 Bank Holiday Iv 
Any enquiries to Jan ice Markey - 832802. Further details in the m 


